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PRELIMINARY. 



Perhaps there are few people who stop to think of the 
possibilities of travel in modern times, especially over some 
of the immense distances west of the Missouri. The luxury, 
the convenience, the swiftness, the certainty, and a certain 
colossal energy inherent in the whole, do not appear to the 
average man in anything like their true light, because all 
these things are dulled by custom. When we wish to go 
anywhere, we only incidentally think of the distance, because 
we know that no distances hinder us. We betake ourselves 
to the depot, after purchasing a ticket that can be procured 
in the remotest village, deposit ourselves and our belong- 
ings on board the proper car, and presently go to sleep in a 
luxurious bed, satisfied that we shall be found all right in 
the morning, with facilities for breakfast, but several hun- 
dred miles from our starting place. We do not take much 
trouble. Travel has become not alone or always a necessity, 
but often a recreation, and sometimes one of the harmless 
forms of dissipation. If anything happens to go wrong with 
the intricate and almost endless network of steel, which men 
have woven and miraculously control from sea to sea, and 
which it is one of the wonders of a wonderful age that they 
have made or control at all, we think strange of it as being 
out of the natural order of events. 

Did the reader ever go to the depot on, say, a rainy 
night, and endeavor to consider iVvtt ^\\.w^\aox\ nN\^^^ vv.*^ ^^ 
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Lictiially is ? There is a long procession of oblong palaces, 
sQch as Solomon in all his glory never knew, whose wet 
and varnished sides shine richly in the lamplight, while 
through their windows may be seen everything that is in 
striking contrast to wet and darkness and discomfort. Each 
car stands upon truuks so comparatively narrow that it 
seems the top-heavy structure must certainly upset in a stiflT 
breeze. Each wheel is held in its place upon the rails by a 
flange so narrow and so ihin that It is absurd from any 
standpoint but that of long experience to suppose that it 
will stay on the slippery rail beyond the first sharp curve, 
'I'hc whole train weiglis hundreds of tons, and, except from 
the habit of sit regarding' it. it d(i(;s nut st-cin p<)s>ible that, 
freighted with human life. Iirilliantly li-hted and deliriously 
warmed and ventilated, i'mislied in platf-^ktss and mirrors 
and carveii and polished wouds. it is destined tn ;^Iidc 
through night and storm, and light and sunshine alike, at a 
rate thai is swifter than the flight of a bird of passage, 
behind a gigantic power that is controlled more easily than 
your family horse. 

You have your sleeping-car check safe in your vest, and 
you wait there a few minutes. ren])le come hurryiui; from 
all points. Von may possibly observe that all who have 
been too late to secure a berth in the Unver shelf of tlie 
midclle of the car. are apt to ask the conductor if there is 
not one that they can get. and alst) that the answer of that 
blue-coaled and unruffletl official is quite invariably a neg- 
ative one. This, they knew, would be so beforehand : but 
we will not leave off a ceremony that is sanctioned by all 
the traditions of a railroading race. The ebony slatue in 
uniform, who stands at the platform with a carpeted stool 
at his feet, disdains all the functions of the hack-man. and 
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does not utter a word, and will not lay hands upon you and 
try to push you into his vehicle. He knows you will get 
there, or, if you do not, that you have no right to consider 
yourself as pertaining to this age or country. 

Finally, a quarter of a mile down the glittering line, a 
monster creeps stealthily up. You notice a phosphorescent 
gleam when an iron door is opened by one who seems a gnome, 
and the white heat of the furnace throws itself upon a curling 
cloud. There is an impatient sizzle, furtive and deafening 
explosions of the pop-valve, a head out of the cab window 
watching for the waving hand or the momentary arc of light 
from a swinging lantern. Vou hear a stroke upon some 
distant bell, a voice says, in a tone you have heard a thousand 
times without having particularly noticed it, something 
that sounds like " ah-ve-wore," and the colossal caravan 
glides noiselessly away in the darkness, and is gone like 
the dream that it . is, or rather, like the embodiment of 
all the dreams that tormented the souls of the fathers of 
the world, of the power and progress that should come 
at last. 

This is not a scene arranged for one occasion. It occurs 
every day, and in almost every corner of a wide country. 
It is nothing ; yet it is really very much like what has been 
attempted to be de.s(:ril)ed. Some of tliose cars that you 
have seen depart are destined U) cross climates and zones, 
and to bear all the hopes of their passengers to the ends of 
the world. In a few days they will come swinging back 
again, freighted with an assortment of humanity whose 
hopes liejn a preci.sely opposite direction from those of the 
first, with no soil of the journey upon them, and looking as 
though they had not been away at all. 

The suggestion that prompted the writing o{ iVv^sst *vci\\s>j^- 
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ing pages, was ;i journey to Southern California. If it had 
been inlended as a means for the special education of the 
writer, which it bv no means was, it could not have served 
its purpose better. There was a yellow car that looked as 
though it should have had its place at the head of some 
crowded train, iind be loaded to the ceiling with trunks, but 
which was, in fact, a perambulatory kitchen and commissary 
department, lined with zinc, and furnished with ranges, and 
having its wall decorated with saucepans and griddles. 
Behind it was a cur that might have been mistaken for 
a Pullman .sleeper, but was not, and had been dedicated, 
with all its rorims and carpets and chairs and tables, to the 
uses of the hardest-worked nf all the reputed pntentales r]f 
the wnrki, the (lenond .M :i.Ki,!;er, It was ii, tliis tiiat llie 
journey was made. I started a decided ignoramus amid a 
company of c-vperis who knew what thev were doinii to ihe 
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most every station. They are not messages of congratulation, 
or of special love and affection. They rather ask him what 
shall be done about some new diablerie that has arisen since 
he came away, and they request an immediate decision 
upon something that he had hoped would decide itself, or 
they declare the untimely hatching of some brood that has 
been incubating for so long that he had hoped they were 
all addled. There are boxes of documents and desks of 
papers. He is not traveling for his health, and this car is a 
perambulatory office in which there is a good deal of work 
done without the usual conveniences for doing it. He travels 
at unusual hours, and stops at places that the average trav- 
eler has not the slightest interest in. He must carry with 
him his kitchen or starve, and have his couch handv in the 
intervals of business or stay up. He puts in the time until 
eleven o'clock at night in the leisurely and elegant occupa- 
tion of dictating letters and messages ; gets uj) early in the 
morning to see somebody who, as a rare case, is not looking 
for //////, and starts his train out again at about six o'clock, 
sliding over the landscape at about forty- five miles an hour, 
stopping only at places where he has business, watching the 
ties and rails from the rear window as a part of his duty, 
and hurrying home again so as to be there to transact his 
part in a regular performance that he is ])ainfully aware 
could not go on very well without him. 

A long journey by rail is usually only a respectable 
species of solitary conlinement to the great majority of 
travelers. There are only glimpses caught of the country 
during daylight, and he knows nothing of the history, tra- 
ditions, or industries of the country he is traversing. He 
does not know what to look for; and all his information is 
usually obtained from what the \)uhUsV\^xs c'A\ vx ^^ 'vv:X^^^V 



lo Rand, McNallv & Co/s 

in which the stations are named one after the other with a 
monotony that makes a traveler tired. 

It has been imagined, that, with a guide book of any route 
chosen to a given place, that stated the greater portion 
of the facts without eulogy, statistics, or tabular statements, 
one might be enabled to pursue his journey with greater 
pleasure at the time, and with greater profit afterwards. 

To cover these points this little volume has been written. 
The journey spoken of afforded the extraordinary facility of 
giving the route from the Missouri River to San Diego by 
daylight. Its object is Southern California ; a new country 
and a very old one, for some years past attracting great 
attention on account of its unlooked-for development and 
products, and its quite unequalled climate. 

There are other routes than the one taken, — indeed, there 
are four or five others, — but the shortest, other things being 
equal, is the one whose features must be of most interest to 
the average traveler, to whom Southern California is the 
direct object ; and that route has been chosen whose con- 
tinuous track leads directly to the shores of one of the most 
beautiful harbors of the world, and to the capital and centre 
of a climate whose bland changelessness is one of the 
wonders of meteorology. 

From the Missouri River to Southern C'alifornia is a long 
.stride, and amply sufficient for the scope of a small volume ; 
while it may be added that the multiplicity of lines and 
routes of travel east of the river, all well known, precludes 
any possibility of stating their features of interest. This is a 
journey over mountain and plain, over desert, lava and rock, 
through a country that is as yet comparatively little known by 
the great majority of travelers, ending at last on the shores of 
that boundless waste of waters that to the Eastern man seems 
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the end of all things. Southern California is, as yet, an 
enigma to itself, and all of its future is by no means known. 
It is an Eden that has sprung up out of a soil that, during 
the process of making that California which the world knows 
most about, was considered an irredeemable desert. One 
can hardly believe, that, nestled amid those mountain ridges, 
lie gems of soil, climate, and high cultivation where summer 
is all the year, where roses and castor-beans alike take upon 
themselves the similitude of trees, and where the palms and 
pines of Japan, and curious fruits and flosvers from across 
the sea, flourish better than at home, it is well worth 
talking about, for some other object than a desire to collect 
the commission on a sale of real-estate. Vou may thread 
miles of orange, fig, apricot, olive, peach and walnut trees, so 
dense that vou cannot see out, or over, or even under them. 
Vines grow with a rank lu.vuriance that makes you wonder 
at what you have heretofore considered an arbor for the pro- 
duction of grapes ; and lines of green cvj^ress, twelve feet 
high and about a foot thick, hedge in plantations like a wall. 

The trans-continental railway was the greatest commercial 
conception of modern times. Everybody remembers the 
driving of the golden spike into a rosewood tie, some years 
ago, and the attendant ceremonies and distinguished com- 
pany. I'hat was only for the first connectic^n, and the en- 
thusiasm has not been repeated. The fact of these long 
lines of railroad, the substitution of days for months, and 
luxury and ease for hardship, time and toil, has ceased to be 
a novelty. 

But the multiplying of west-of-the-Missouri lines has re- 
sulted in bringing about what is the very opposite of a 
monopoly in trans-continental business. Every man chooses 
the route that suits him best, de^eud\tv^ w^o^ Vcv^-^^ Vfc 
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wishes til gn. and how far south 
point is. 

This Guide h initnded for the use uf such persons us 
wish to avail thi'mselves of it, living as far south as 
.Memphis, for instaiiCL-, and as far north as Chicago, whose 
natural ilireertion to Southern California would take them to 
Kansas City as a starting point, across what it is now cus- 
tomary to consider us The U'cst. There are many thou- 
sands of these tnivelers annually, for Kansas City is one of 
the busiest and most thronged of all the centres of American 
travel. If ynii have never been there, you have a surprise . 
bviorv yuii jl iIjl- bi^yJuiiing of yoi 
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THE JOURNEY. 

KANSAS 

Kansas City was one of the towns that began in time, and 
established a union depot. No train enters or leaves the 
place from any other station. The i^loomy spot that was 
Westport Landing a cjuarter of a century ago, has now a 
population of more than one hundred and fifty thousand, 
and is growing almost as fast as it is said to be. This is a 
depot at which a round dozen roads make up their trains : 
there is a cable street-car line, and all the bustle of an enor- 
mous business. 

Every traveler sees this now celebrated depot at its best, 
if its best is when it is liveliest. Morning, evening, and 
about midnight, it is pandemonium, of a mild and rather 
pleasing type. There is a large crowd that is American in 
essentials, with a sprinkling of every nationality. Waiting 
rooms for both sexes are full. Counter restaurants are con- 
fronted by hungry rows of travelers, some of whom may be 
observed to wear overcoats, and others linen dusters, thus 
giving themselves away as to the direction from which they 
have come, and the climates natural to them. Vans of 
trunks, and barrows of express packages, are trundling in 
all directions. Newsboys are vociferous. There is an ex- 
pression of resignation on the faces of some, at a necessary 
delay of thirty or forty minutes, and a frantic rus^Vvvcv^^^-o^v^^Ns^ 
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on the part of others. Long Hnes of cars stand waiting, so 
arranged as to be all visible and all accessible, and all 
labeled ; and into them the crowd is swiftly percolating it- 
self. Policemen, specially uniformed, and armed^with in- 
formation instead of clubs, and whose business it chiefly is 
to direct»':^iid explain, are kept very busy. The trains are 
all head(*ff east- west ; the one with its headlight toward 
the setting sun, the other back toward where you came 
from, and where, if wishes were tickets, many an one in this 
lonesome and bustling crowd would be. The scene will 
change daily. If you come here tomorrow you will see not 
one of these faces, and these peculiarly mixed garments. 
From this busy scene, in some respects the most remarkable 
in the world, they have scattered to the four winds, in most 
cases never to come here again. It is a daily gathering of 
that class whose great objec t is a home. At train-time the 
flood-gate is up, and the thousands who have of late years 
peopled that (iod-forsaken desert that now produces its 
hundreds of millions of bushels of corn and wheat every 
year, come streaming through the narrow gateway of the 
Union Depot at Kansas City. 

You hear the names of roads and trains called in long- 
drawn tones: 'HHiicago, Rock-Island and Pacif-e-ek. All 
aboard for Chicago;" and this one silently slips away. 
" Union Pacif-e-e-k ; — for Denver and San Francisco;" and 
in three minutes there is another long, vacant slip under the 
shed. '* Chicago and .Alton," and another has slipped its 
moorings for Chicago and Saint Louis. "Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa ¥(% — All aboard for Kansas, Colorado and 
Southern Cal — " That is ours ; let us go. 

We will suppose this to be about ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and it may be that, or the same hour at tii^Kt.. Xv^n\ -^^ 
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no sooner away from the shadows of the building than yoOTfl 
are on historic ground. All the hills you see rolling awajrl 
to the southward were not long since covered with wagoa-f 
currals, and glowing in the dusk with camp-fires. ThejT" 
were the cam ping- ground i)f the eastern terminus of 
weird and limesume road known in those days as the SantaS 
PY trail, the origin of the idea that built the Santa FfrJ 
Route, You are destined to follow it so closely that you i 
can see the uUi track in mountain pas^s and prairie glades, 
hundreds of miles to the westward of this. 

You are following the wooded valley of the Kansas. 
also called more anciently ihe Kaw, from the name of che 
tribe of Indians that not lung since owned its banks. 

I.AWRK.NCK is reached at nixm. It is a town embowered 
in trees, and a place of elej^ant hojnes, often referred to 
.somewhat tritely as "the Athens of Kansas." The State 
university is here, an institution which has received es|)ecial 
care from many successive legislatures, and occupies the 
hill overlooking the town. 

The only dam ever successfully made acniss the sandy 
K.aw is here, and the town therefrom derives considerable 
power for manufacturing purposes. 

As a historic point 1 awrencc is scarcelj excelled h\ Lex- 
ington and \'orkt n\ii Here tt is en icted one <)f the most 
cold-blooded tngedies of the 1 ite « ir and one miong the 
most sorrowful in Vmerit 1 1 histor\ I irl\ on the mc rning 
of August 2 ist 1 863 the bind of guer Has under < < mmand 
of a renegade who went b\ the name of Quantrell burned 
and sacked the town kdlmg ilnnmt indiscrimimtel\ persons 
i)f all ages and of b< ih seves ill defenseless and ill non- 
combatants. 'I he detiK (f Ills ni issicre are tic most 
atrocious known m histjr\ where sa\ages were n t the 
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attacking party. The whole number killed was one hundred 
and eighty, and the property destroyed was estimated to 
have been worth $;, 500,000, Lung since recovered frirni 
this calamity, the lnwn has now abmit ten thousand popu 
lation, and, in the beauty of the country lying about it, 
refinement, intelligence, and plenlifuliiess of all the means 
of cnltivaied life, ha^ few equals anywhere. 

Long previous to the massacre alluded to, Lawrence had 
been the scene of armed disturbances. It was the centre 
and stronghold of the anti-slavery party from a time imme- 
diately after the passage of the " Kansas- Nebraska BiH," 
in 1854. Lecom|)tun, a few miles above, was the head* 
quarters of the opposite party. 

it is entirely safe to call all P^astern Kansas historic 
griJiind, It is not advancing a new idea to say that the 
greiil war was begun here. The rolling hills that stretch 
away on either side "( the Kaw, were ridden over and 
camped upon for several years before the fall of .Sumter. 

Kleven miles west of Lawrence, and reached a few min- 
utes after noon, is ihe village of I.i.comi'ton. iht ancient 
capital of the Territory of Kan?.as under the i)ro-slavery 
organi/alion; now a country hamlet, changed in its ])olitics 
and all its aspects. Here, <ivcrgrowii with vegctatioii. may 
still be seen the foundation> of the huildiiig that only a 
change of political sentiment and the fortunes of war ])re- 
vented from l)eing the capitol building of a slave-holding 
community. 'I'here are aNo the remains of the old jail 
where the " Vankees " were contnicd when caught, upon 
the allegation of high jxilitical crimes and misdemeanors, 
and under a peculiar constructiim of the constitutional 
defmition of -treason," Many of the old settlers of Kan- 
sas obtained here, in this old " Bastile," their most valuable 
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political capital, upon which they were rather disposed to 
do a banking business for years afterwards. There are 
various other objects of interest, now seldom thought of, 
and never visited. Reminiscence and association might 
have a rich field here; but it is a busy country, and the 
growing trees, the fields of tall corn and the creeping car- 
pet of sod, seem to have conspired to obliterate all the 
past. New, rapidly growing, and full of energy, there is 
no county where there is less attention given to all the has 
beens and might have beens. The revolutionary war is 
practically no more a memory than are those recent times 
when it was a question whether Kansas should be a slave 
State or a free. 

At nearly one o'clock Topek.v is reached. Here is served 
the first dinner of the route, in the first of what seems, and 
probably is, the longest series of hotels in the country, 
who.se cookery and attendance you will discover to be an 
especial feature of this route. The dining-car system has 
never been adopted, presumably from a conservative notion 
that it is plea.santer, on a long journey, for passengers 
to seat themselves at a table that does not move, and enjoy 
a dinner for which the old-fashioned twenty minutes has 
given place to a full half hour. 

Very little of the actual city of Topeka can be seen from 
the depot. The extensive village in that neighborhood 
consists of the machine-sh()j)s, warehouses and storehouses 
of the company, and the comfortable dwellings of a small 
army of employes. The place, now containing some thirty- 
odd thousand people, was, when one of the most obscure 
villages of a very new country, conceived of as the starting- 
point of the Santa ¥6 Route. About the same time it 
was decided upon as the capital of the State. V^ofOcv. ^^-^^i. 
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dreams of the future, in a country which then had nothing 
but a future ; but, accompanied by many other curious things, 
they came true. From here the line extends to Atchison, 
also on the Missouri. The stem of the grotesque " Y," for 
the two arms of which this is the junction-point, will be 
found to extend almost indefinitely down to the south- 
westward. They call it ** down " here, just as it is a 
custom of the country to call a man *' Governor" for the 
remainder of his life, for the reason that he could never get 
to be governor. It is really up, — about eight thousand feet 
of steady climb before you get to the crest of the long slope 
which is one side of the Mississippi-Missouri Valley, at Raton 
tunnel. 

Topeka is considered the political and social head-quarters 
of Kansas. So overgrown with trees is the place that it 
almost produces the impression of having been built in a 
piece of natural forest. Grass, of the thickest and greenest 
variety, is also everywhere ; while in summer-time, many of 
the streets are lined with a gigantic growth of that gorgeous 
yellow flower emblematic of a^stheticism, though the stranger 
who stops over will find nothing else indicative of any devo- 
tion to that sentiment. The growth of trees and vegetation 
is a fact not remarkable, unless taken in connection with 
the other fact, that the soil where the town stands is of the 
hardest and yellowest variety of ^' hard-pan," and twenty 
years ago was not considered capable of sprouting a Car- 
olina pea, and was covered with a short, wiry grass that 
looked quite like dead moss. This may answer for a 
hundred or more other places in Kansas, and is one of the 
curious things connected with that climatic change that has 
wrought a miracle over all the country lying west of the 
Missouri for five hundred miles, but >nVv\Ocv nX^^ x^^C^^-^ ^^^ 
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not think of again until he reaches far western Kansas, and 
concludes at once that it is a country never meant to be 
lived in. It is merely interpolated here as a hint, that the 
same opinion was justly entertained of this, and of Ne- 
braska as well, less than a quarter of a century ago. 

The view in summer from the roof of any public building 
in 'I'opeka is, excepting the San Gabriel Valley in California, 
as seen from the western slope of the Sierra Madre range, 
and the famed Valley of Mexico, the most beautiful pastoral 
landscape in this country, or, perhaps, in any country. 

Having passed the Osage coal-fields, — a great find in jta 
day, in a prairie country. — and the mining-villages of that 
region, and passed liurlingame (2.15 iv m.), a fair specimen 
of tlie average county seat uf Kastern Kansas, we arrive at 
F.\[pnRLA 3.45. 

Why did they not call ii F.mpori«'//, asks thu gentleman 
whom one encounters on tvcry through train. No <me 
knows ; and it seems very i)retty as it is, with its main 
street headed by an institution of learning, its iiomelike 
residences, and its general air of wealth. The question re- 
mains unanswered by everybody. cs|iecially after it is discov- 
ered that the terminal vowi;! is sounded, by those who should 
know best, like a;. Thus the hrakeman. '■ Emporyee." 

It often happens that tlie well-meaning and polite Euro- 
pean excursionist is ipiite frequent on these western through 
trains. He has a general air of travel, and, after having 
"done" Europe as the most important, he is probably about 
to inform himself upon the geography of his own country. 
Vou may observe that verv fre<juentlv his audience looks as 
though it would quite as willingly listen to a discourse 
upon something more closely relating to the present excur- 
sion. 
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As the remark has thus far not been made, and with a 
solemn promise not to repeat it with regard to any other 
locality, it may be said here that Emporia is the centre of 
what is perhaps the richest agricultural country in any of 
the western States. The valleys of the Neosho and the 
Cottonwood meet here, either of which may very well be 
compared, in richness, extent and actual jirodiicts, with the 
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it is a fact forgot- 
ten in latter years. 
Large bodies of timber have grown up during the last few 
years, largely natural growth, and due to the fact that 
destructive prairie fires no longer sweep the country. 

Em])oria is one of numerous junction-iwinis on this 
line, and a branch runs southward to the lower tier of 
counties, doing its share in a tolerably successful endeavor 
to take it all in. A branch of the Missouri Pacific .system 
also crosses here, running almost north and south. 

Entering the valley of the Cottonwood, and passing the 
towns and stations which look entirely av^^ov^'^a-Vt ^'il -j. <\>^ 



McNallv & Co.'s 



and rapidly improving country, we arrive al Newton at 
about halfpast six i'. m., where il Is expected that we shall 

again eat. 

Did the reader ever hear of Newton? Look out over the 
pretty town, as civil a place as one would wish to see, enter 
the rather imposing railroad hotel, where a meal is served 
that can scarcely he excelled in Chicago, and is not certainly 
elsewhere west of the Missouri, and endeavor to remember 
what Newion was, about A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy- 
two. It was the then hardest community on this continent. 
They counted that day lost whose low descending sun saw 
no man killed, or otlu-r mischief done. There is a spot 
near, where they used to " piant " them in those days ; — 
those distinguished ones who died wiih their boots on. 
Poker, and the dispensing and drinking of whiskey were 
the only occupations. It was slab-and-cunvas, idleness, 
• prostitution, vice, s(|ualor, and general horror. It was the 
'■ western progress " ridiculed by 
dwelt u|»n at great length in all it; 
about you now, while the sun sets i 
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the Nile of America; silent, lone, treeless, its sources for a 
long tjme untraced, and reaching the Mississippi a thousand 
miles from where we now see it in the midst of Kansas. 
It passes through two or three separate climates, and little ' 
more than a dozen years ago its banks were as uninhabited 
as those of any desert stream in an unknown corner of the 
world. The prairie-dog towns were built beside it, their 
outraged inhabitants seeming to hold daily indignation 
meetings, and barking querulous protests against other 




diggers and delvers, the sound of escaping steam, and the 
unauthorized presence of two very lonesome lines of steel 
among the sedges. 

The country was in those days crossed from south to 
north with innumerable paths cut deeply into the sod, where 
the bison had trailed himself in long lines and innumerable 
hosts from Texas to Mmiitoba, and back again, spring and 
autumn. The gray thief of the wilderness yelped the night- 
watches away, enamore<l of his own voice. Herds of 
antelopes appeared for a moment, and -sw^ ^o-wi \^^ 
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phantoms of the mirage, the gracefulest and nimblest of the 
denizens of silence and peace. Skulking bands of Apaches, 
dragging all their possessions upon lodge-poles that trailed 
behind lean ponies, and riding single-file along the hill-tops, 
added a touch of apprehension to a scene whose desolation 
was otherwise unbroken for thousands of scjuare miles. A 
wind that never ceased or rested swept across the plain ; 
in summer, from the south, and bearing all the aridness of 
El Llano Estacado on its wings ; in winter, from the north, 
and laden with the breath of the Arctic zone, (irass, which 
was like greenish-brown moss, covered all like a carpet. 
There was no hope there ; it was the (ireat American Desert. 

If you could see this same picture now, and in the light 
of a summer noon, vou would think the above the most 
uselessly extravagant sketch ever written. 

In the morning there will l)e a fresher coohiess in the air. 
Your car will seem to have an ahiiost iinpercei)til)le slant 
upward at the forward end. There will be, perhaps, a faint 
balsamic odor, and vast blue shapes, lipped sometimes with 
white, will lie on the far horizon ; and you will see at hand, 
curious flat-topped hills that are called " ///(Siis," from their 
resemblance to tables. \'ou will have attained an altitude 
of about three thousand five hundred feet, and be in another 
zone; for over all the south-western country, and to the 
heart of Mexico, elevations are zones as distinct as those 
marked by distance from the equator. 

But you will have passed, and amid the desolation de- 
scribed, many thousands of acres of farming lands, dozens 
of growing towns, each with her *'boom," young orchards 
and growing forest trees, some millions of spotted cattle, 
and the homes of more than a quarter of a million of 
prosperous and contented people. 
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All the wide country west of the Missouri presents, in one 
sense, an anomaly in human history. So far as all the past 
is concerned, everything has proceeded with a dignified 
slowness compatible with the gravity of the result. This 
country is full of people to whom it has been given to 
witness with their own eyes all the magnificent processes of 
the erection of an empire. 

You yourself have caught but a glimpse. But it is 
enough to impress the unaccustomed man with a new idea 
of his country and its possibilities, and of the fact of how 
easy and rapid the processes of civilization may become with 
steam as a pioneer. Also a realization, more or less vivid, 
of the mistake of adopting the Chinese idea of a region, 
because it is not one's own Flowery Kingdom, elsewhere in 
an eastern State. It has been but a very brief time since 
people who had marched and camped over this region for 
years, and who knew all about it, knew and said that it 
could never be made fit for tin- residence of civilized men. 
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COLORADO. 



At seven o'clock in the morning you find yourself at La 
Junta (Lah J/oon-Vdh)^ where it is confidently expected that 
an elevation of four thousand and sixty-one feet will have 
considerably sharpened your appetite for the breakfast 
which awaits you. 

We are now five hundred and fifty-five miles from Kansas 
City. The mountains lie just over the hill, and Pike's Peak 
is almost north of us, and about ninety to a hundred miles 
away. The cottonwoods and j^ray stream you see are 
those of the head waters of the Arkansas, and this is our 
last glimpse of the stream we have been beside for twelve 
hours, and whose small beginnings, amid the melting snows, 
are still many a long mile away, twisting themselves, as cold 
as ice, through many a gorge and canyon, before they unite 
in the ashen current, upon whose banks you can say you 
have slei)t. 

La Junta is not a romantic spot, and chietly exists for 
railroad i)urposes, and as a junction point (the name means 
a joining, a junction, a reunion). Here, travelers for the 
Manitou resorts, and for Pueblo and Denver, have their cars 
shunted off to the northward, among the foothills of the 
Rockies, while those, who like ourselves will be content with 
nothing less than the I^acific coast, are trundled away to the 
south-westward, behind a monster called a " Mogul " en- 
gine, who has just backed himself up the track, and joined 
the procession with a snap. 

Amid varying scenes, and upon a track that, owing to tKe. 
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increasing difficulties of nature, may. without quoting any 
hymn, be called a devious way, we pass the forenoon. 
During that forenoon we are expected to climb something 
like three thousand feet. Magnificent glimpses of mount- 
ains are in front, and much rock, canyon, and pine on 
either hand. A rushing stream is occasionally passed, and 
plough-land is very scarce. What houses one sees are as 
ditTcrent from those of yesterday as though we were in 
Palestine, the (aces are hrown and of a new cast, the gar- 
ments are queer, and the language was born in Spain Bo 
long ago that they who use it do not know il. 

About eleven o'clock we reach Trinidad (tre-ne-i&i^ witi|>4 
the stress on the last syllable instead of the first, and which 
is called, among the very religious people who originally 
named it, "La Trinidad," — ^the Trinity). 

The old town cannot be seen from the station, and the 
place is not recognizable to the man of fifteen years ago. 
It is Americanized, .\sleep beside its brawling stream, it 
was, to ancient ideas, a very charming place after the end- 
less plains and three or four months of camping. It is here 
that you really begin to climb. It is only twenty miles up 
to the Raton tunnel, and there are sixteen hundred and 
about fifty feet to climb in those twenty miles. 

Raton tunnel is an elongated perfi)ration through at least 
one of the back-bones of the continent : (or this same 
buck-bone, so often mentioned, is a rambling bit of geog- 
raphy, with branches several hundred miles apart. You 
cnne as near its e\act location at this tunnel as you can 
at any one jilace in a journey that, it must be conceded, 
does icrtainlv get over or around the vertebral column 
somewhere. 

Immediatelv after Trinidad comes a coal-mining region. 
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This route has had great luck in striking coal-beds, most of 
them yielding a product of very fine quality. It has them 
in Kansas ; extensive ones beyond La Junta ; here, on the 
other side of the tunnel at Blossburg, and conveniently 




strung along at intervals tlown to Kl I'aso on the Me.\ican 
line. Considering the size tif the engine, the frantic cough- 
ing and the clouds of smoke, you wilt conclude that it 
needs them just about here, especiaU-j. 
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About noon, and while the train is toihng up the steepest 
grade east of the tunnel, you will see a house standing 
down in a ranyon to the right. There may be a bear-skin 
nailed to the outside wall to dry, as there sometimes is, but 
no further visible evidence of enterprise. This is the resi- 
dence of the okl-tinier who kept the toll-gate of Raton 
l\iss in the old times, and the canyon is the Pass. There 
is an old wagon-track there, as well as at other places on 
both sides of the mounlain. and this is the historic "trail,*' 
over whi( h has screeched many a cart laden with goods 
from W'estport Landing. Lexington and Leavenworth. It 
seems worth while to try to think how slowly we seem to 
have come thus far. with our modern ideas of getting over the 
landscape, and then substitute for our twenty-six hours four 
months. Not four months of sitting on red mohair, either. 

The first merchandise sent by this historic road came 
all the way from Kaskaskia. Illinois, in 1S04, and from 1822 
to i<S56 it was almost (M)ntinuous, and of greatly larger 
value than is generally siip])oscd. in 1S46 the value of 
the goods c^arried across the plains and mountains was 
$1,752,250. 'l\\v tr.idr furnished employment to large num- 
bers of people who became j)rofcssional in it, and could 
fight Indians, find water and fetJ, and take all the chances 
of the wilderness, and make their round trips within a few 
hours of a given number of days. 

I'Or the }^1 I'aso trade there was one other road, shorter, 
and which did not cross the mountains here, it lay across 
the north-west corner of El Llano Estacado (VA \'ano 
Ais-tah-r^///-do, the Staked Llain), antl this was, perhaps, 
the dreariest of all the roads ever traveled for the sake o| 
trade. To this day, the Staked Plain is largely unex|)lorc(l 

Just at this point it is quite as well not to pay any atteni 
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tion to the tunnel, which you will find not to be very pic- 
turesque in its interior, but go to the rear of the car and 
look. You will see rising up against the eastern sky a view 
that, on a sunny day, has often been declared worth the 
journey thus far : an almost unreal panorama of snowy 
mountains against a sky as blue as sapphire, with the rug- 
gedness of the foreground lying between, while over all 
hangs a haze so thin and so ethereal that it gives to the 
momentary picture the semblance of a scene out of some 
gigantic fairy-land. 




El Llano Estacado. 

Raton tunnel is seven thousand six hundred and twenty- 
two feet above sea-level. It is nearly a mile through it, 
and it is highest in the middle. When you enter the dark- 
ness of the eastern end, vou are in Colorado ; when vou 
emerge into daylight in the course of a few minutes you 
are in New Mexico. There are interesting remains on the 
mountain-side that are now almost pre-historic, for they are 
the old grades of the daring "switch-back," by which trains 
were taken over the mountain while the tunnel was building. 
** Building " a tunnel is what engineers say, and we speak 
by the book. Considering the success o^ \\\^\x i.^\i^x^\.\^xv=s \xv 
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this country, the decision of the technical question as to 
whether they were building or boring a hole in the ground 
ought to be conceded to them. 

Upon emerging cm the western side, you will see a water- 
tank perched like a pigeon-house in a cleft in the nick-. 
There is no visible supply of water; neither a wind-mill 
or other power. By a slight mistake in the program of the 
conspiracy against railroads, which seems to have been 
organized in this reginn several thousand years ago, water 
from a spring somewhere in the mounlain-lop runs directly 
into this tank. If that little thing had been supposed to 
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NEW MEXICO. 



It is to us the newest of the new, yet is really among the 
eldest of the few old things we have to boast of. 

It is, or was a few years ago, very foreign. I'here was 
not an idea in all the mountain realm that owed any kinship 
to our notions of life or of progress. It was the northern 
outpost of a Latin empire flourishing south of the thirty- 
second parallel, and the i)lace you may refer to on the time- 
table, (^alled " Wagon Mound," was the site of a frontier 
custom-house, whose collections were sujiposed to find their 
way into the national money-box, in the City of Mexico. 
With this empire was included California, most of Arizona, 
parts of Kansas and Colorado, and Texas. 

The country is still full of nooks and corners, where 
eternal peace broods over the humblest and happiest homes 
in the United States. The people still largely use the cum- 
brous carts with wooden wheels, which it is against their re- 
ligion ever to grease ; continue to live in houses built of 
mud bricks, and yet plough with sharpened sticks. But 
they are kindly, polite, hospitable, singularly intelligent for 
their circumstances, and hold fast to their sonorous tongue 
and their ceremonious religion with a pertinacity truly Latin. 

It is the land of brilliant sunshine, mountain shadows, 
blue distances, thin air and general drouth. There is no 
dyspepsia, no malaria, no epidemic disease, and very little 
worrying about the condition of business, or the price of 
stocks, in New Mexico. 
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Ranches are now established in all the valleys, and tens 
of thousands of cattle graze upon the mountain slopes. 
Mines, and the general hope aJways attached to the mining 
interest, divert the minds of the greater portion of the 
foreign population, —for if it is possible to be a foreigner in 
one's own country, the average American is a foreigner 
here. The country undoubtedly has a future, as many 
thousands of acres of good land, now unused because it is 
imagined to be absolutely necessary to flood it with water, 
will in the course of a few years be brought under cul- 
tivation of some kind, and for the purposes to which it shall 
be found bi;>it -iniid 




We shall find, for the purposes nf crossing it at least, that 
it is a pleasant land, full of charming glimpses of sky and 
mountain, and dotted with a sufficient p<i|iiil;ition to keep it 
from seeming lont-sumc. it does not much matter to us 
what its resources and future may be ; the landscape is ours. 

Rat.in is the first town (1.35 i>. m— Dinner). It is en- 
tirely a modern. place, like I.a Junta built mostly for railroad 
purposes, with its round-house, repair-shops, and dw'cllings 
for employes. Part of its importance, however, does not 
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appear upon the surface, as it is the centre of an extensive 
cattle region. 

Just below is a little spur running to Blossburg, — another 
coal-mine. Still a short distance beyond, where the road 
is seen to be fenced on either side with barbed wire, is the 
extensive cattle-ranch of ex-senator Dorsey, of star-route 
fame. Another man not unknown to fame is rumored to be 
interested in the same ranch (when wt get to California we 
shall spell this word *'rancho"), Col. Robert Ingersoll. 
Sixty-six miles south of Raton a queerly shaped mountain 
bears the name of "Wagon-Mound," before referred to. 

In the neighborhood of Watrous, a little station that owes 
its only importance to some pretty scenery, and to the fact 
of being the port of entry for the government post of Fort 
Union, some fourteen miles away, the train enters the wide, 
green plateau named by the Spaniards " Las N'egas," — The 
Meadows. This plain continues, fenced by mountains on 
all sides, past the towii of tht same name, and until the 
Olorieta range of mountains is reached. ( )ne loses the idea 
of elevation here, and, by comparison with the surrounding 
wall of mountains, thinks himself near sea-level. It is all 
a mountain-top. This vast plain is six thousand three 
hundred and ninety-eight feet above tide -water. 

Lahs- /'(f/v-gahs is the pronunciation of this word, contrary 
to the custom of saying *' I>oss Vaygus." (ilo-re-r^'-tah is 
in Spanish a word which may be construed to mean a pleas- 
ant place. It is often applied to arbors, latticed summer- 
houses, etc. 

Las Vkgas is reached at 6.45 p. m., and is the supper 
station. The old town is, as usual, considerablv in the 
background, its peaceful days having gone with those of 
Trinidad and Albuquenjue. One who desires to look for it. 
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must find New Mexico now hidden away in niouniain 
valleys, and at a dislaiKL- fnim the lines of travel. 

There is a branch at Las Vegas, of course, but this time not 
to a coal-mine. Quite the contrary- Sis miles up the Gallinas 
(Gal-ir-nas) River, which you may as well know is but a Hen- 
Creek in plain Spanish, are the celebrated hot springs. There 
are extensive bath-houses here, a hotel, and several cottages. 

If you stop over here one train and go up to the springs 
meantime, you can cross the Glorieta range, and go up to 
Santa F^, by daylight, catching this same train at Lamy 
tomorrow. But you will lose twenty-four hours by the 
operation. Whether any of this distinguished company do 
this or not, it wilt never answer to lie over with this narrative, 
which will answer you just as well tomorrow, and will be 
found necessary in any event. We will endeavor to catch a 
glimpse in print of what may not he seen distinctly by 
reason of having tn luavi: i,as \egas after supper, and 
in the mountain twilight. Itesides, in these regions as 
elsewhere, there is sometimes a moon, which answers quite 
as well amid surroundings so runiuntic. The scenery is 
not sublime, though it is a pity to call anything like it 
"pretty." as is usually dune when the other term is not 
quite applicable. 

It is about ten o'clock before the preliminaries of the 
(.ilorietas liegm to appear. Off to tlic left is Starvation 
Peak, a flat-topped mass of granite so high and steep and 
bold that it is a very prominent figure fifty to a hundred 
miles away. There are always three gigantic crosses on the 
summit, except when, as sometimes happens, one or more of 
them has been blown down. They seem to be maintained 
there by the custom of the country, and in commemora- 
tion of the event from which the peak is said to derive its 
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not very attractive name. The legend has been related 
hundreds of times, never twice alike except by collusion, and, 
with all its variations and versions, is something like this ; 

There were once three hundred (or else three) Mexicans 
besieged on the to|) of this rock by A[>aches (or else the 
Apaches were besieged there by the Mexicans), until they all 
l)erished by hunger. It occurred in the old times of the con- 
(luest of the country by the real, original, legitimate, imported 
Spaniards, who were thereby much reduced in s])irit and 
number (or else it was only 
a few years ago, and within 
the memory of <jld men now ,'' 

hving, who were present). 
In any event, the tragi-ily 
occurred. The reader may 
imagine that this is an at- 
tempt to discredit the facts 
of the case. On the c.ni- 
trary. it is only a coiulensii- 
tion of tlie story as it has 
been heard at various times. 
Nothing would please the '" O"*""" <"--o"""i SMm..* 

present writer more, under circumstances siifricientlv con- 
vivial, than 10 make the story to sun himself, as jjenerally is 
done where there is a train-load of tenderfeet. _This is not 
that kind of a narrative. Whatever the facts are in detail, 
ihey have fasteneil a name upon the place, and were likely 
verj- worthy of commemoration. The proof is very evident ; 
anybody would starve who tried to stay an indefinite length 
of time on that rock. 

We have traveled several hundred miles without traversing 
a forest of pines, or a forest of any kind. Here are the 
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children of the mountain spreading away in thick undula- 
tions on either side of the rocky canyon which the train 
threads, puffing and coughing up a winding grade only a 
little less steep than that at Raton. Away to the north lie 
piled the tops uf the range; in summer green, in winter 
green-and-white. The air is cool, even in midsummer, and 
at intervals there is a rushing stream. After the summit is 
reached, where the little hamlet of Glorieta stands listening 
to the pines whispering, and has nothing else to listen 
to, it becomes another case of holding back. Half WMy 
down is visihle through the trees, and in the valley of the 
Pecos (Pay-cose), the venerable and massive ruin of a cel- 
ebrated building known as "Old Peros Church." When 
found by modern adventurers it had been roofless so long 
that there was no tradition as to when it was not so, but the 
adobe WLdls, si.\ or eight feet thick, were still standing, and 
in a surprising slate of |)reservation. The interior was 
strewn with cedar beams, most <if them elaborately car\-ed, 
all of which have long since been carried away. 

'I'his country has no history. Vou may guess at al! the 
past. There is evidence that the Pueblos were here at least 
a thousand years before the Spaniards came, and that they 
then, as now, lived in towns, and in some cases large cities, 
and cultivated the soil. In .536, fabe/a de Vaca (literally 
"Cow's Head," an aristocratic Sp^ini^h name) crossed the 
country here from east to west, evidently not knowing 
where he was. In 15,19 came another, a priest named Niza 
(Neesah). In 1540 came Coronado {"The Crowned," also 
a family name), and everybody has heard of the expedi- 
tion which penetrated ahnost if not (piite to the Missouri 
River. In one of these expeditions the extensive settlement 
whose remains now are visible around this old churCh, 
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was discovered, and il was evidently built to convert the 
inhabitants to the Christian faith. The best guess that 
can be made designates the year 1540 as the time of its 
erection. 

The ruins around it are more interesting than itself. 
They have mostly fallen down into lung mounds of mingled 
earth and stones, but were evidently not houses built by 




Spaniards. There 

known, a single record, o 

tion, that will enable the c 

to so much as jjuess at the date of the disappearance of this 

community, or the cause of it. 

It is evident that this region was once, and is measurably 
now, a fine I'leld for hunting. liears csiiecially, had it not 
long since (|uite their own way. 'i'his curious plantigrade 
is, in the veracious narratives of the older generation of 
hunters, what the fox is in children's stories. Bruin lurks 
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brown walls of the little building are standing. This evi- 
dence of a practical effort, made within half a centur\-, is 
one that can be appreciated, l! is a memento of the times 
that lately were, standing deserted beside the iron trail that 
has modernized ail things. 

I.amy, a station reached about midnight by this train, and 
in the afternoon by the following one, is the junction point 
for the ancient and still interesting capital of Santa ¥t; 
eighteen miles northward, and, it may be added, upward. 
The road to Santa Ke, climbing among pinvon groves, and 
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an almost (■<jiuJniHiiis jirocession 


of Mexican towns, such as 


. Ortiz, (Ore-ices, a family name). 


1,0s Cerillos (Lose Se-/r. 


■Ayose. a wax taper, a candle), 


Rosario (Ro-Wz-ree-oh. a i 


■()s:iry). Elota (a feminine name). 



-Algodones {.\l-go-i/i'-nais, cotlcm ; cotton grounds), Iterna- 
lillo (Bern'l-fi'Ayo, little Hernal, a boy's name), .\lameda 
{Ab-lah-«/a>'-dah, a shaded walk). 
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Vou will not imagine — unless again reminded of the fact 
— that the great war could ever have reached this far. Per- 
haps the farthest ripple of it was the capture of Santa Fe by 
the confederates. A little distance north of the station for 
the old town of San Marcial (San-mar see-^/), was fought 
the short but bloody battle of Val Verde (Val- Fr/'day, a 
green vale). 

At Albuijuercjue (--//-boo-ker-kee, a family name), you will 
have arrived at the metropolis of the upper Rio (Irande 
Valley. There is, as usual, an old town anil a new ; the old 
one beinjj: much the more interesting of the two. As, if you 
continue your journey, you cannot conveniently see either, 
it may be as well not to indulge in any reminiscences, 
of which there is full store. The Albuquercjue of 1868 
and the Albu(juer(jue of the electric light are two very 
different places. I'o one who remembers sauntering 
these shady streets securely fastened to a sabre, some 
si.xteen years ago, and who now is in danger of being 
defeated by the vagaries of a loaded baggage-truck, the 
difference would fill a b(~)ok. 

In the night watches, antl while there is (Considerable 
racket going on outside in which you are in no way 
interested, you will feel them jnishing you around, and 
making connections with you, and getting you in position 
for a new start to the westward and the sounding sea. 
When you awake in the morning it will be barely in time 
to breakfast at Coolidge, on the western border of New 
Mexic(j, and near the Arizona line, at about 8.30 a. m. 

Vou will have passed in the night, besides the old towns 
named above, about two hundred and eighty-five miles 
of the wide, open country, which is a fit beginning for 
all the leagues to come. 
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ARIZONA. 



We cross the line between New Mexico and Arizona at 
about eleven o'clock a. m., and find ourselves in a region 
compared to which all we have thus far passed is considera- 
bly advanced in civilization. Arizona is a region upon 
which sunrise of the coming time is just breaking ; a scene 
ot wide pasture lands, vast mountain ranges filled with ores, 
lava beds that seem to have scorched a fiery course through 
the valleys in comparatively modern times, arid wastes, 
rushing streams, pine forests, awful gorges like that of the 
Grand Canyon, caves, petrified forests, rock-hewn cities ; 
and all brooded over bv the monotonv of a vastness that 
makes the eves ache and all the senses tired. 

It is also the residence, time immemorial, of savage 
tribes whose history is in most cases only recently guessed 
at, and who differ widely from each other in life, disposition 
and habit. In j)laces like Laguna, soon after leaving Albu- 
querque, and still in New Mexico, the Pueblos are perched 
upon a sterile hill, finding sustenance apj)arently in some 
mysterious product of nature, while Navajoes and kindred 
tribes, all enemies to these shepherds and farmers who 
have gathered in spots that seem to be endeared to them 
by association, come down from their reservations to the 
stations and stare at the passing trains. The Moquis, far 
aloof, seem to have nothing to do with either their farming 
kindred or with the red men, while the white American, 
making his little ambitious town amid the solitudes of the 
desert, is the manifest heir of all. 



Auk-. thf ^k\i:s 1)1 «liicli arc almost perpeiic. 
,vhich are descended by zig-zag paths, Thret 
)eyond this, where the canyon opens out into a 
ipon an elevated mass of rock standing isoU 




i^*^ 



in, is the village, about three acres in extent. ' 
)n one side the place is inaccessible, and at this 
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moriat, have been surrounded by enemies, and who now 
cling to the place and the habit from association and love 
of home. They are absolutely independent of all mankind 
besides. They are the only successful communists. 




Kindly remember, as you pass by on a hurried journey, 
that Arizona is about as larjje as New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland combined. We are 
not going to see it, the human vision being limited here, as 
elsewhere, to a few miles. The Atlantic and Pacific rail- 
road is but two lines of steel and a right of wa^ ^k^x'^i'^ >^^.^'b 
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vast tcrntorr. and a thing tuudlr Doticcabk lo a soaring 
bini amid the :>unpandin|: tnunen^ty. 

II is thr land of monnuins^ They begin almost at sea- 
level in the souih-wcst and, spreading ihefn*rl*-ts oiil in sD 
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They are apparently all bare, brown and scorched, but are 
really largely covered with timber and grass, and abounding 
in water. Some of those you are now looking at from the 
car-window appear to be gigantic monuments to perpetual 
desolation. But it is like looking at the moon. It is plain 
enough, but you cannot precisely tell what is there. In some 
cases, and more in certain groups than in others, there is a 
country, a climate, a flora, that, as compared to all you see 
below, form another and a delightful world. There are in 
some parts vast plateaux, lying at an elevation of five thou- 
sand feet or more, and out of which still rise lofty mount- 
ains, that are covered with fine grasses, and crossed by 
numerous water-courses. In some places these streams 
have cut dee]) gorges and canyons, and in others they have 
widened out into fertile valleys. 

There will be times during today and tomorrow, when 
you will know, with a personal and ])rivate certainty which 
you do not proj)ose any guide-book or the stories of any 
old settler shall cheat you of. that this gigantic panorama of 
plain, mountain and c:anyon, blazini^ with white sunlight, 
and uninhabited as the sea, is absolutely worthless for all 
the purposes of human occupancy. But it is too early by at 
least fifty years to say that, and in all probability you are 
mistaken. Here and there in various places the remains of 
the old Aztec or Toltec water-ways are still visible amid cac- 
tus and rock and sage. Under a higher civilization than 
Arizona will know again in many years to come, there were 
hundreds of thousands of acres of fruitful land. It was never, 
and will never be all so ; mountains are not tillable, but the 
soil is inhabitable and highly productive in many places that 
have long been abandoned to the coyote and the sage-hen, and 
are all the more desolate from having beea ocvc^ v^^k^afc^^ft.^. 
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In the Salt River Valley, in the neighborhood of the 
town of Phcenix, there is a canal that furnishes more water 
than is furnished by all the canals in Southern California, 
It has been lately finished, and may be regarded as a revival 
of ancient times rather than a new thing. A hundred 
thou.'»tnd acres have already been placed under cultiva- 
tion by it, that was desert previously, and this is but a 
beginning. 

In Arizona the great record of the primeval world lies4 
open, with the story of the ages upon its pages. It wa& f 
once a Paleozoic sea. On 
whose waters no ship ever 
sailed, whnse shores nu man 
ever trod. Voii will imtf the 
erosion of the cliffs, and the 
deep marks left by the restless 
waves. 

At the station ten miles west i 
of Coolidge, called Wingate, 
you can see to thi- southward 
and ten miles away the white 
tents and brown buildings 
of Fort Wingate, Prumi- 
nently in view, near 
the post, stands a 
mass of rock known 
as " Navajo Church," 
from its form a 




Forty-five miles south of this point i: 

fully described by Gushing and others. 

Holbrook is reached at 1.30 P. m 



Zui 



, already very 
is the only 
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opportunity presented for dinner. We are here one thonsand 
one hundred and seventy-one miles west of Kansas City. 

Sixty miles further west the train dashes over that hideous 
gash in nature called Canyon Diablo (Devil Canyon). It is 
two hundred and twenty-two feet in depth, and spanned by 
an iron bridge five hundred and forty feet long. 

We now enter a fine country of pine forest, open glades 
and green grass, and at six o'clock reach Flagstaff, a 
place of large lumber interests, though as yet but a village. 
Eight miles south-east of here are the famous cliff-dwellings. 
They occupy the wails on both sides of an enormous 
canyon, and are extensive enough to have sheltered the 
population of a large city. The dwL-llings arc built in 
a s])ace between two strata of hard rock, where the softer 
portion had crumbled and fallen out. They are about half 
way between the top and bottom of the canyon. No one 
knows who occupied these dwellings, where they came from, 
whither they have gone, or how long ago. Enough of their 
relics have been found to indicate their habits and occupa- 
tions ; such as remains of woven fabrics, spindle-wheels, 
pottery, a sandal of yucca rd)re, a cushion for bearing 
bundles on the head, timber that had been cut with a stone 
axe, etc. On the plains, nut far off, are extensive remains 
of other dwellings. All the articles found are in use among 
the Pueblos now. This i'ueblo. Aztec. Toliec, Mound- 
Builder, or whatever lie is, is the most interesting human 
enigma now known ; an unconcerned sphinx that nobody 
seems to be able even to intelligently guess at. 

The scenery around Flagstaff is attractive. A drive that 
will soon be taken every season by many travelers is from 
Flagstaff to the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, about forty 
miles. By this drive the canyon is accessible during the 
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the object of a 
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acres. Ever>- color found in nature or the arts is reproduced 
in these agatized tree-trunks. Those that measure live to 
ten feet in diameter he about in profusion, and some are one 
hundred and fifty feet limg. The wood represents when 
polished the colors of jasper, chalcedony, onyx, ruby, car- 
buncle, opal, amethyst, pigeon's blood, azutite, malachite, 
etc. They occur on a layer of sandstone, which rests on 
volcanic ash, The trees are principally exposed where the 
sandstone has been i/ashed away. 

There is a natural bridge, consisting of a solidified tree. 
spanning a canyon forty-five feet deep and sixty-four feet 
wide. 

' now, it bids fair to become in- 
lurse of lime. In all these road- 
:is an eye to business. Mines, 
cattle, country merchandise, even newspapers, are engrossing 
items, 'i'he curious geniuses the frontier produces are in 
these little villages as thc-y were further east some twenty 
■ A humor alternately wicked and grotesque per- 
ist all they do and say. At one station j"ou will 
Kin called in big letters " The V. M. C. A."; mean- 
ay Call Again, or ^■o^ng Men's Christian Asso- 
ichevcr yon jilease. There is a newspaper called 
the "Calico I'rint," anil a mining district called the Calico 
district. There is. as everybody knows, a town called Con- 
tention, and another named Tombstone, and at the last is 
published a very good newspaper called the Tombstone 
'■ Epitaph." .\t U'inslow, passed during the afternoon, a 
merchant announces in a bandliitl freely distributed, that he 
" is prepareil to give the people of Winslow and vicinity the 
Damndest Hargain ever heard of in this part of the World." 
He further announces that he " Carries A Hell of an .Assort- 



Wild as all this region i 
tensely American in the t 
side villages ever\'body '. 
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elation, i 



Guinfi TO SciuTHERN California. 




RAvr>. McNally Si Co. 




If Bottom DoHar 
he will treat you Square" 
if you come nrounci with 
the intention of trading. 
Ail the same, there is no 
assurance in all this that 
this gentleman does not 
go to church if there be 
or that he is any 
worse than other men 
are. A great railroad 
penetrating the wilder- 
ness considerably to the 



4 



■- of her 



, that 



adver- 
what is 



: " (larden 
" really be- 
t; "there 



"called- the 
of the Gods' 
Ir.njjfd to i 
bcint; no God to speak 
of Hust of Dodge City," 
— a piece of ribaldry 
that would have struck 
>'ou more forcibly per- 
haps in the immediate 
neii^hborhood of the last 
named place at that 

We retire in Arizona, 
and are destined to 
breakfast in California. 
It is almost impossible 
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when darkness and silence have shut in the wilderness, to 
lie and listen to the ring of the wheel upon the rail, and not 
wonder at the boldness of modern enterprise in causing so 
incongruous a thing as a railroad train to dash across these 
primeval silences, and awake echoes that should have been 
for all time sacred to the memory of perished races and the 
sacredness of ante-diluvian shrines. 

Ac 7.30 A. M. we reach "The Needles," at or ver^- near 
the junction-point of Arizona, Nevada and California. 
This curious name arises from the appearance of some 
steep mountain peaks near the place. It is a breakfast 
station and a curious gathering of railroad buildings, little 
stores, railroad men, miners, and the original and unwashed 
Yuma Indians. Sometimes the wickiups of these stand In 
the swamp at or near the river on the eastern side, and the 
denizens of them may be seen as the train passes, before 
their morning toilets have been made. Vou will not miss 
them, however, as it will be a considerably coliler day than 
they are accustomed to in that climate if a dozen or so of 
them are not on hand in the village when the train stops. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

HISTORICAL. 

The rugged gate of Tlie Needles is a very unprepossess- 
ing entrance to the Golden State. We have before us now 
a long day nf what is called the desert. By a peculiar dis- 
pensation of Providence, each trans- continental line crosses 
one or more of these, some better, some worse, and this 
undoubtedly the hesi and easiest of all. It is not necessary 
to believe that clouds of sand will drift with the wind, or 
that the heat has any stifling qualities. Many a journey 
between Saint Louis and Chicago has both more heat and 
more dust in it. It is simply about one hundred and fifty- 
eight miles (two hundred and forty to Mojave) of rock, 
cactus, sunshine, .nnd absuhite silence. Save where at inter- 
vals a little settlement has sprung up beside water, there 
seems to he no inhabitant of earth or air. The thickest of 
the stunted herbage is called sage, and, seeming to be always 
(lead, it covers a soil that is not soil but concrete. The 
roadbed is one of the smoothest and most enduring ever 
made. The region o])presses while it interests you. Vast 
mountains lie all around. Ciaunt cacti sway and nod in the 
bree/e. Forests of yucca palm are encountered at inter- 
vals, some day all to he cut down and hauled away for the 
manufacture of paper. Occasionally a jackass rabbit lays 
his long ears down and makes a gray streak of himself as 
he departs to some locality where there are fewer mysteri- 
ous rumblings and less smoke. The effect of the sunshine 
is something like that of the electric light ; shadows intensely 

k 
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black, lights correspondingly brilliant. The scene is not 

wanting in its peculiar charm, but it lacks only sand and a 
string of camels, instead of the interior of a palace-car, to 
give yon all that sense of solitude, that feeling of the 
danger of being lost, the pilgrim to Mecca has as he treads 
the lonely reaches of the Sahara. 

Uaggctt, reached at 3.10 1-. m., is the dining- station. This 
will be. in all probability, changed 
to Waterman before this shall be in 
print, as the latter is the station 
ich you turn southward to 
Uiego- 




,-ard journey 
dred and fifty-two miles from Kansas City. 

If you are destined for San Francisco direct, you do not 
turn southward at Waterman, but continue the journey 
westward by way of Mojave, seventy-three miles further, 
and arrive at Oakland pier at 10.40 v. .m. the following 
morning, — four days, precisely, from Kansas City. 

The Sierra Madre (See-«-rah J/rf(/-ray) mountains, a part 
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of which is also called the San Bernardino range, lies between 
you and the San (Gabriel Valley, the entrance to which 
is through a canyon called Cajon (Cah-hone, " box " ) Pass, 
the southern outlet of which is a few miles north of the 

village of San Bernardino. 

From Waterman to Ctiltim the distance is eighty-four 

Near the end of this short ride all that is distinctive 
of Southern California opens to the traveler. Like a 
gigantic isothermal wall, [he Sierra Madre range cuts off all 
there is uf the characteristic northern changefulness, and 
the northern ciild. Barrenness suddenly gives place to the 
begLnnings of orange groves, and the signs that everywhere 
mark a new idea in agriculture. Where the Cajon Pass 
opens into the valley the object of your journey begins. 

This country is new in the sense that it has only attracted 
attention and emigration during the last dozen years, or, 
in some portions, a little earlier. It is very old in the 
fact that it was the first locality occupied by the civilization 
of southern I'Lurope on what is now American soil, 

A brief glance at its history may not be uninteresting, 
though it be merely a look at those sleepy years when all the 
life of Southern (.lalifornia was made as much as possible 
like thiit iii Siwin. and beneath the smiles of a climate to 
which even that of Spain offers only a resemblance. 

To begin at the beginning, the Hay of San Diego was 
discovered in the month of Sejitember, 1542 (December 
2 I.St, i6ao, being the date of the landing of the Pilgrims), by 
a Portuguese in the service of Spain named Cabrillo {Cab- 
reei-yo, little goat, kid). 

For fifty years no result followed this imjiortant find 
of the finest harbor but one on the Pacific coast, lint 



GuiUE TO Southern California, 63 




64 Ran". MiNallv S: Co/e 

during that inler\-al Sir Francis Drake, whom the Spanish 
historians of thiisc times with one consent denominate 
" a pirate," found his way into this bay, "and committed 
such atrocities," including the naming of the place ■' New 
Albion," that the then King of Spain, Philip 11., gave 
orders to fortify it and other accessible places near the 

Vizciano (Bis-ke-uZ/uo, — a man from Biscay), came there 
(or this purpose, arriving on November loih, i6oj. This 
was the first step taken in the actual occuiwncy of (.'alifornia 
by white men. The place was named San Diegu, — it had to 
be San or Santa siimethlng, — which is the same as St. 
James, or James, whose name is and has been for hundreds 
of years the Spanish war-try, and whose •• day " is the izth 
of November, the date of the survey of the bay by Vizciano. 
From that ilay what they called "alia" California, being 
now known to us by a jirecisely opposite tlesii^nalion, was 
considered by the Spaniards to be theirs, without boundary 
or limit east or imnh. As usual, they did not know what 
they had, either einnmercially or in a >;eographical sense. 

But affairs mnved very slowly in those days, and it was 
not until July ist, 1769. a date which carries us along nearly 
to the time of our Revolutionary war, that one of the most 
remarkable men <if those times, a Franciscan friar named 
JnnipeH) Serra (Hu-w/*-a-ro Ser-Mf/v), with his companions, 
came to San Diego to establish a mission. It is very easy 
to say they came, hut the details show that they had an 
awfully difficult time of it, and some who started never got 
there at all. .\s usual, the soldier and the priest came to- 
gether, and cam])ed upon a desolate shore to leave results 
that have not yet (]uite departed. This was therefore the 
spot where civilization was begun. It is also entitled to the 
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honor of being the initial point of the second and more 
available civilization which was to follow, for in 1846, Com- 
modore Stockton entered the harbor with the frigate Con- 
gress, and proceeded to lake in the curious earthworks now 
to be seen on the hill above Old Town, which since then 
have been called Fort Stockton. He did not build these 
works, as is often supposed. 

Meantime, from August 6ih, 1846, to the and of Decem- 
ber of the same year, had been passed by what we should 




now consider a squad of men, but which then made up for 
lack of numbers by calling itself the " Army of the West," 
in marching from the banks of the Missouri to a pass upon 
what is now known as Warner's Ranch, in San Diego county. 
There they were met on December 6th by the Mexican 
force, and the bloody little battle of San Pascuai {Pus^ua/) 
was fought. It was a victory for the " invaders," but it cost 
the lives of nineteen officers and men, only two of whom 
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were killed by firearms, the remainder having been lanced. 
They were buried ti;gether where they fell, as an acctiuni 
by one of the actors in the affair stales, " under a willow 
near the field/' If there is not a national cemetery in this 
remote corner of our dominion it would seem that there 
ought to be. 

Among the little command who afterwards continued the 
march to San Diego and a junction with Stockton, were 
several persons who afterwards achieved more or less dis- 
tinction. There was Beate, afterwards minister to Aus- 
tria ; " Kit " Carson, a scout and a fighter to the day of his 
death ; anj I.icLitenant, afterwards General, Emory, 

The ^(ission of San Diego was the mother of all the rest, 
of which there were afterwards many scattered over Alta 
California, and as far north as San Francisco. Fifty years 
after the establishment of this, there were twenty-one of 
them, and though hi many cases they were fifty miles a])art, 
their boundaries joined. In short, they occupied the land. 
In 1825. when the Spanish rule had already been broken in 
Mexico, and the missions were ra])idly ilecayinj;, they owned 
1.200,000 head of cattle, more than 100,000 horses, 12,000 
to 15.000 mules, 100.000 head of sheep, and innumerable 
hogs. They liad not less than inie million dollars in coin 
and bullion, to say nothing of treasures in the form of gold 
and silver statues, crucifixes, and other church ornaments. 
They carried on a large and liuTalive trade in foreign ships 
in hides, horns and tallow. For it was then, and would be 
now but for the fact that land is more valuable for other 
products, the finest cattle-country of which any knowledge 
exists. About i,S;o this rcligin-commercial arrangement 
had reached the point of being the greatest agricultural or 
pastoral hierarchy the world has ever seen. The beginnings 
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had been purely missionary enterprises, entered into in 
peril and good faith. Surrounded by limitless sea and land, 
with every means at hand for unhindered accumulation, 
priest and alcalde had alike yielded to their surroundings. 
There were at that date twenty thousand ** christianized,'* 
/. t'., enslaved, Indians in and about the missions, whose sole 
occupation was that of agricultural laborers and servants. 
They were under strict discipline, and were flogged and 
tortured into willingness. Besides these there were a 
hundred thousand wild Indians, to whose souls or bod- 
ies no attention was paid whatever. P'or half a century 
or more, the Spaniards who owned Southern California 
had ever\' inducement to become the idlest, proudest, most 
independent and wealthy provincials on the face of the 
earth. 

And they were. You may see the remains of it wherevftr 
you meet a son of the soil. Conversation with the elders 
of them will convince you of a vain regret that the old 
times did not stay, and that the change that ought to have 
made a millionaire of every holder of a grant, and that 
changed an unknown province into one of the great States 
of the Union, was a most unfortunate one for ** us." These 
first families have a bearing that makes one privately smile, 
and, strangely enough after so long a time, retain about all 
the traditional Spanish moods, gaits, hauteur and arrogance. 
Sometimes there is an evident admixture of blood, though 
not often. The old Spaniard was not addicted to actual 
matrimony with his slaves. 

But when the change began it came rapidly enough. 
Already in 1845, five thousand persons had crossed the 
plains into California, having made a journey a good deal 
longer and harder than that mentioned in these pages, it. 
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will be recalled that Captain Donner and his party perished 
in a snow-storm in 1846. Already in October, 1843, Com- 
modore Jones, imagining that there was a war between the 
United States anil Mexico, or that if there was not 




Ont or lh« Wild Ond, 

there ought to be, captured the port of Monterey, the 
Spanish capital, and the next day gave it back again 
with apologies. However, in July, 1846, Commodore Stock- 
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ton took possession of it again, and it has not been returned 
or apologized for to this writing. 

Life in " Alta California" (the Spaniards never got further 
north than San Francisco) in the old mission times is dimly 
indicated by the country and climate, which are the only 
features that remain unchanged. An air that is warm yet 
bracing and a sky that never frowns, no vicissitudes and 
terrors, no winter and no snow, were strong incentives to 
hundreds of leagues of pasture, to orange and olive trees, to 
huge adobe houses with thick walls, and big doors, and long 
porches, and sunny courts, to life on horseback and in the open 
air, to the dispensing of hospitality and the general enjoyment 
of easilv-earned wealth. The Indians who had been en- 
slaved in the name of piety were his. No Spaniard in 
California ever worked, no matter how poor. The con- 
sequence was that an aristocracy grew up here, the patent 
to which consisted only in being natives of California. 
They owned all the surroundings of a narrow and pro-, 
vincial magnificence. Their womenfolk were sprightly and 
handsome, frivolous and pious, after the manner of their 
great-great-grandmothers in Castile, whom they had never 
heard of. 

They imagined they had all this sunny world to them- 
selves, and were born and died in it, secure and content. 
They had forgotten Spain practically, and called themselves 
Mexicans only because it was necessary to be something. 
They cared not much for that far-away power, nor for any 
other. They never anticipated the destiny in store for them 
at the hands of the republic whose existence they only knew 
of from "around the Horn," and were at last very easily 
taken in, considering their occupancy and their resources. 
The country was full of cattle, but that " Army of tKe W^^j^V 
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whose heroes lie at San Fascual, ate a good deal of mule- 
steak before they reached San Diego. 

After the episode at Sutter's Mill, California filled very 
rapidly. The new era had begun. But the American 
occupation tended northward entirely. This remained, in 
the public estimation, pretty much all desert. A few years 
ago the results of agricultural experiments began to demon- 
strate the wisdom of the Spaniard's choice. Southern 
California is at present attracting more attention than any 
other country' of efjual size anywhere in our domain. It 
is the land of surprises, but its chiefest miracles are yet to 
be wrought. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

NOW. 

Coming out at the southern end of Cajon Pass, we reach 
San Bernardino, in the huge county of the same name. 
West and east of it lies the wide extent of the San Gabriel 
(San Gah-bre-^/<r) Valley. The old mission and village of 
San Gabriel is seventy-five miles to the westward, and eight 
miles east of Los Angeles (locally pronounced Lose Angle-es; 
Span., Lahs ^//helais, or Lose /^//helose, accordingly as 
the angel spoken of is masculine or of the gentler sex), the 
largest and finest town of Southern California so far, and a 
place of considerable importance in the old days. 

San Bernardino is four miles north of Colton, which is the 
crossing of the California Southern and the Southern Pacific 
roads. It lies near to the eastern end of the best part of 
the valley, and the stretch of country to the west of it, and 
as far as Los Angeles, is mostly fertile. 

Colton is proclaimed to be an entirely modern place by 
its name, there being no prefix of sacredness attached to it, 
a very unusual thing in this valley. It has considerable 
local trade, and is on or near the Santa Ana river. Crossing 
the track of the Southern Pacific on our way southward, in 
about six miles we come to the station for Rivkksiok. 

The town itself lies about four miles from the main line, 
and a road is projected, or already buiUling to it. No visitor 
to Southern California should be deterred from visiting this 
remarkable place, which stands as a model for all the pos- 
sibilities of the country. It is a wonderful combination of 
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the results of climate, fertility, water and the application of 
human industry. Before you reach the town, — if that can 
be called a town where a luxuriant growth of orange, lime, 
olive, apricot, walnut and other fruit trees, combined with 
cypress, palm, and other ornamental growths, form so dense 
a mass on all sides that you cannot see under, over, or 
through them, — a wide canal bank full of swift and clear 




water attracts the eye. In former times it ran away into 
some canyon, and left all the country beside it what it seems 
to he without cultivation, a desert. You may drive through 
these dense avenues for a day or two, with a guide, of 
course, for it is as easy to get lost in the luxuriant maze as 
it would be in an entirely strange city, and you see tKi& 
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stream of water everywhere. But it is a trained and most 

docile current, and is made to obey fairly and equitably all 
tile behests of a fruit-laden and flower- garlanded com- 
munity, and to meander over every man's orchard without 
flurry and without waste. The " town " contains some seven 
thousand acres of this kind of thing, and each block con- 
tains a house ; sometimes a cottage, sometimes an elegant 
mansion. The roads are called, and very justly, " avenues," 
and some of them are underrated by the name of streets. 

It is a scene intensely interesting, not to say curious. It 
is as luxuriant as any nook in Hesperides, but it is not pic- 
tiiresi]uc. Its btauty, notwithstanding it is largely com- 
posed of the richest fruits of any clime, is industrial. None 
of the vagaries of nature are permitted, and the tourist will 
conclude that it is the loveliest and most artificial spot on 
earth. There is nut a dark patch on any tree. There is not 
a single, solitary, lone, despised weed in the whole place. 
There is a beautiful wide avenue that is lined on either hand 
for many miles with cypress, palm, and luxuriant ornamental 
growths, compared with which any Floridian imitation would 
be mere pretense, and which cannot be equalled, even on a 
small scale, in any green-house even .so far north as San 
Francisco. But there is no sod. F^very orange orchard is as 
clean and bare and brown as an onion bed in the Bermudas. 

.\nd it is not yet nearly finished. AVhere a single ravine 
breaks the surface throuj;h the middle <)f the town they are 
terracing it, and in a year or two there will be no waste 
place for variety, and there will be no garden in Christendom 
that can equal Riverside. 

The valley of the Santa Ana where Riverside stands has 
an elevation of something less than eight hundred feet. It 
is surrounded at greater or less distance by frowning, bare, 
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bald, brown mountains, that in winter are often white with 
snow, and stand in striking contrast with the brightness of 
this oasis of fruits and flowers nestled in their midst. 

You would think it would be warm. On the contrary, 
Riverside is a summer resort, and a winter one too. The 
roof of the balcony around the pretty and clean Glenwood 
hotel is cut away in sections to let the sunshine in. 

All the year through the wind sighs among the thick 
green leaves, all the year there is the babble of running 
water and the blooming of roses, while phenomenal grape- 
vines grow bigger and bigger, and the inhabitants forget 
even the traditions of that climate where nine in ten of 
them were born, and gradually grow to believe that the 
original Eden was located here, and almost say so. 

From Riverside we take the train southward through the 
Coast Range to San Diego. We shall return this way to go 
to Los Angeles and the western end of the valley. It is more 
convenient to follow the original course of our journey to 
the coast, and to take the localities southward as they come. 

It is about eighty miles from Colton to San Diego, the 
crookedness of the track being added to this distance. 
For two or three hours out of the valley it is a steady climb, 
up to the Temecula canyon, through which we cross the 
Coast Range. We begin now to encounter a queer mixture of 
American, Spanish and English names, possibly with a slight 
sprinkling of Indian. Nobody seems to know the signifi- 
cance of most of them. However, Pinicate (Pee-nah-r<///-te), 
a name at the top of the grade, means "little pines." Do 
not do likewise if you hear anybody .saying Pinny-kate. In 
fine, if you wish to return to your native heath with all the 
particularities of the geography of Southern California by the 
rim, as it were, remember that in Spanish and Indian words 
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every syllable is pronounced, and every two or more letters 
make a syllable. For this lesson there is no extra charge. 

It is nearly or quite twenty-five miles through Temecula 
canyon. But there are no tunnels, nor anything to interfere 
with your enjoyment of a charming piece of mountain 
scenery. You will observe that vegetation the world over 
has a language of its own, and that between this and that 
growing north of the Sierra Mad re there is a great contrast. 
Live oaks, trees of beautiful foliage and form, begin to be 
common, and shrubs of the laurel family appear in groups 
and copses. 

Just beyond Pinicate you are surprised at the appearance 
of a sheet of water beside the track, and seeming to be 
of considerable extent. It is, however, not a strikingly 
romantic spot, and you cannot quite assure yourself that it 
does not go dry, though it does not, according to report. 
Here is what they call Elsinore, of which it is proposed to 
make a mountain metropolis. The Spanish name for this 
beautiful sheet of water, with a saint as a prefix, had been 
mislaid when the present settlers arrived. 

Every niche in the rocks, every rocky corner of a canyon, 
takes upon itself as nearly as possible the semblance of 
Eden, — after the fall, of course. After the gorge begins to 
widen, becoming thereafter Santa Margarita canyon, you 
come upon the little station of Fall Brook. The exigencies 
of a through time-card may have since deprived it of that 
distinction, but it was a dining-station. It is a little three- 
cornered plateau, filled with fruit-trees and vines, and 
presided over by three young women, who also seem, 
between meals, to manage a telegraph instrument. 

The village and settlement of Fall Brook lies back of this 
some three or four miles: 
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It may be well to insert here a remark of which Fall 
Urook is a text. In all mountain couniries, and especially 
in this region, one cannot tell what kind of country may 
lie behind an intervening ridge. The country is made up of 
ridges and corresponding valleys. As u rule all the higher 
points are agriculturally almost useless, and all the valleys 
more or less fruitful, sometimes to the degree that Riverside 
and others are. Between these two extremes lie what are 
called the mesa (may-sah) lands, upon which the future 
of Southern California largely depends. The original idea 
that irrigation is absolutely necessary lo success in all crops. 
has largely given way under experience and eKperiment. 
Of these successful experiments there are hundred*; in San 
IHego county. You may see some of them beside the track 
before you reach the bay. 

A few miles south of Pall Brook station you entera scene 
that brings strongly to mind the old California days. The 
canyon has opened into a valley, and beside the track lies 
the Rancho of Santa Margarita de las Fiores (Saint Mar- 
garet of the Flowers). There is a very substantial barbed 
wire fence, which is a terriiile innovation, but inside of this, 
and lounging and ruminating in groups in dells and canyons, 
are large numbers of wonderfully sleek and comfortable 
cattle. They are not of the shank-and-horn variety, either. 

To the left lie the rancho buildings, old, shady, beside a 
running stream, and giving every evidence of old-fashioned 
comfort and independence. I do not know how many 
thousand acres are included in this princely inheritance, but 
there are enough to satisfy any man who does not want the 
earth. The place at present belongs to one of the California 
millionaires, who does not need it. 

If for some hours you have been observing a change 
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in the character of the surrounding ozone, it is not a matter 
of surprise. U is the hrealh of the sea, and verj' soon It 
breaks upon you, — the endless leagues of the Pacific, per- 
haps idly baslcing in the sunshine as placid as a pond, 
perhaps breaking upon the !ow rocks of the shore with 
a roar that can be heard far up the valley. 

From the mouth of Santa Margarita Valley to San Diego, 
some twenty-five miles, the track lies beside the sea. There 
are some Titanic slices from the sides of hills, where curi 
strata of round stones lie between layers of rock. In two J 
or three places there are dykes across inlets, of the same ■ 
material, and so straight and so evenly laid that at first ]rotl~j 
are sure they were placed there by the hand of man, instead 
of by wind and tide and torrent. 

We pass the old missions of San Luis Rey (St. Louis the 
King) and San Juan Capistrano (provincial Spanish ; as 
nearly as anythmg, St. John the Chanter). The first of 
these is not far from the track ; the last named is a few 
miles to the northward. 

Oceanside is a new beginning, facing a long stretch of 
sand-beach and rollers. It is designed to be one of the 
watering-places of the future, and the dream is by no means 
an impossible one. It is chiefly interesting at present as 
showing from the car-windows a remarkable growth of 
young trees and vines without irrigation. This at present 
very small matter is one of great interest in the near future, 
as has been mentioned on a precedmg page. 

Indeed, all vegetation on this sea-bluff is somewhat sur- 
prising lo the stranger who is impressed with the idea that 
nothing can be grown in the country without irrigation. 
Some of it is entirely new to a tourist from the States, being 
composed of tiny plants growing in clumps and matted 
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beds. Most of them upon closer inspection are found to be 
beautiful little things. There are acres of dew, or ice- 
plant, its leaves covered with minute globules of clear 
liquid, bearing a brilliant red flower, and afterwards a fruit 
which looks something like a large green currant. 

The " sage," of which two or three varieties are on all the 
hills, is the bee-feed of the country, out of which, in some 
instances, fortunes have been made. Clinging to a name 
which is dear to the Californian heart, and which is one of 
the legacies of the Spanish occupancy, they call the nooks 
and corners that are devoted to the raising of this curious 
cattle "bee-ranches." 

As the sun sinks low in the west, a scene suddenly pre- 
.sents itself that carries one back about a century. It is the 
old town of San Diego. Standing east of the track a 
quarter of a mile or .^o, it looks ancient, quiet and some- 
what shabby. An occasional tile roof, and some long, low, 
rambling porches, are strong reminders of the times when 
all that now is was undreamed of, and the only com- 
munication with the outer world was when at long intervals 
some Boston vessel swung slowly to her anchor in the 
shining harbor, and her boats filled with sailors who had 
rounded the Horn came ashore to fill up on the beverages 
of the country, and to take off hides. 

Some little brown-faced boys are very apt to run out and 
cling to the hinder end of the train. With the precocity of 
the youth of every age and country, they have not negle^:ted 
to "catch on " to this amusement. An occasional accident 
will attest in time that they are not exceptions to a rule that 
will work both ways, and their friends will be left to console 
themselves with the reflection that they, like the rest of 
their countrymen, are victims of the new civilization. 

6 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

&AN DIBKXX 

As a coast town possessing many natural advantages 
which in the course of time are destined to be utilized, and 
as the capital and centre of the most unique and extraor- 
dinary climate of the world, San Diego is given a chapter 
for itself. The town here spoken of and which is meant 
whenever the name is used by any one, dates only from 
1867, and was the conception of a man still living there, 
Mr. A. E. Horton. San Diego proper is the old place men- 
tioned above. That place is a hundred years old, and a 
nest of reminiscences and memories. 

Previous to the date mentioned, the site of the present 
pretty town was a saji^e-grown sheep-pasture. Mr. Horton 
purcliascd it at something less than fifty cents per acre. 
Within three years thereafter there w-as a population of 
about three thousand, which would be doing very well even 
for an average Kansas "city." About that time the project 
of a Southern Pacific railroad was revived, and San Diego 
was to be the western terminus. In 1872 the late Mr. 
Thomas A. Scott, accompanied by several distinguished 
fnianciers, paid the young place a visit. This visit, and the 
as>.urances then given, rendered this railroad project a cer- 
tamty in the minds of everybody interested, and San Diego 
retired that memorable night an assured rival of San 
Francisco, and for some time thereafter the citizens were 
engaged in the industry of acquiring all the real estate 
possible. But, in the vernacular, the thing did not *'pan 
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out/' The railway was not built according to the declared 
intentions of Mr. Scott, and with remarkable pertinacity in 
a good cause, the citizens sat down in their sunshine, and 
held on to their acquirements, to wait for the next boom. 
The stranger need not be surprised if he finds an unusually- 
large number of the citizens engaged in the real-estate 
business, and at prices that give the stranger pause. For 
in this matter, Scott's visit was^in the nature of a self- 
registering thermometer, that has got itself stuck fast at an 
altitude considerably higher than the latitude and the gen* 
eral habits of weather seem to warrant 

The first occupation of a stranger in any part of the 
world is to be interested. But while San Diego does not 
lack historical interest, the citizens do not seem to know or 
care greatly about that part of it, and are not interested in 
old times. What they especially want is new times, and 
they are not to be criticised for a very apparent desire to be 
continually shunting you off on to that subject. It is 
destined to become one of the great health-resorts of this- 
country, and the attempt to introduce such historical facts- 
of interest as were attainable in this chajner, is for the pur- 
pose of saving the transient visitor the trouble of local 
enquiry, with the annoyance of looking for sources of 
information not always at hand, and of possible misinforma- 
tion, not intended, but inevitable in any part of the world. 
What nine strangers in ten desire to do, is to enjoy a 
climate the most delicious in the world, to rest, to loaf, if 
that term more accurately describes it, to find out all the 
places of interest that are accessible without too much 
trouble, and finally, if the inducements of the place or the 
locality impress them, as they inevitably will in hundreds of 
cases, to investigate with a view to investment. In the 
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majority of cases, as is perfectly natural and as he intended in 
the beginning, the visitor goes away again with the intention 
of returning when leisure permits or health demands, having 
thoroughly enjoyed himself, but wondering what there was 
in his personal appearance that should have induced so 
many of his fellow creatures to imagine that he had a private 
intention of purchasing the place. 

As a place of beginning, interest largely centres in the 
Old Town. Here, or near here, is where the Franciscan 
padre landed when he came to undertake the gigantic task 
of converting Indians, Near where you stand is the spot, 
only less historic than Plymouth Rock, where the first 
civilization of the western coast of our country was begun. 
The bluffs were then black with multitudes of Indians, 
watching the advent of the friends of humanity who were 
destined to make their bones ache for their souls' good, but 
who are now gone where the woodbine twines around the 
unknown grave of a departed race. But it is very strongly 
indicated that these were not like the Indians we now know, 
nor resembling those of the Atlantic coast, upon whom Penn 
and the Pilgrims exercised their blandishments ; blandish- 
ments that in the one case took the form of a one-sided 
swap, and the other of shoot-on-sight. Those would not in 
all probability have permitted the peculiar history of the 
California missions to have ever begun. 

Above the Old Town and the sand-flat there is a hill, and 
upon the lower point of this hill there is an adobe wall, — 
now but an elongated heap of earth. This was the Presidio, 
the barracks, the enclosure within which during a portion 
of those early times everybody lived. In looking at it now, 
you must remember that it was in all probability then armed 
with one or two long, old-fashioned bronze s.m»Qk\.^-Vi'^^'^^> 
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which at that date were fine pieces of ordmuice; that 
the few soldiers wore still upon their persons some of 
the stiff remains of armor, and were not all armed even 
with a musket that had to be touched off. The brown old 
mounds recall a time when young America was raising a 
row with her maternal parent about stamp-acts, tea-duties^ 
etc. One may go still further back if one wishes, to the 
days of 1602 and the Little Goat, when the whole scene was 
mediaeval and antique, and these shores saw the pomp 
of helmet, breastplate, arquebuse, a banner hung by a cross- 
stick like a Sunday-school standard, and a commanding 
officer in opera bouffe tights, with a long red mantle 
hanging from his shoulders that was gorgeously lined at the 
edges with white fur. And immediately following that 
scene one may recall the English '* pirate," when a high old 
three-decker, with a breast on her like the top of a hill, 
poked her nose around point Loma, and Sir Francis Drake 
came ashore and christened the whole country that was 
under the sacred banner of Spain, New Albion, forsooth. 

Still above this ruin is another, very much resembling the 
old earthworks now scattered throughout the southern 
States as niementf)es of a time when the Saxon power 
had grown to be something very unlike what it was in the 
times just alluded to. Its shape induces you to think that 
it was not made by a professional military engineer of these 
times, but it was undoubtedly cpiite a defense against 
any reasonable force, and is now in so fair a state of 
preservation, that it would be very difficult of capture with 
a band of determined men behind its grass-grown escarp- 
ments. It is " Fort Stockton," and was originally con- 
structed in 1840, but never knew Stockton until he captured 
and occupied it as a defensive measure, pending the arrival 
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of the "Army of the West," about that time hunting for 
Mexicans in the neighborhood of San Pascual. 

Under the ruin first mentioned is a small tunnel passing 
beneath the hill. The mouth of it is in good repair and 
readily seen from the roadside. The use of it does not 
seem to be known. There was a similar one at the old 
Mission, leading into a covered well. 

Six miles out in the Mission valley, the old Mission 
stands in a state of ruin. This establishment had an 
auditorium that would accommodate fifteen hundred people 
while they listened to the gospel, and which was flanked by 
cloisters for a large number of priests, kitchens, halls, refec- 
tories, and all the appurtenances of an extensive religio-stock- 
raising establishment. There was a large area of cultivated 
land, an extensive orchard of all the fruits, and an abundance 
of the good things of life generally. There yet remain 
some three hundred old (^live trees, from which the first 
cuttings of all the orchards in California originally came, 
some two or three palms, the remains of the old church, 
and some remains of adobe wall. 

The fathers at this mission owned about sixty thousand 
acres of land, of which the establishment has left now only 
twenty-two acres, and even that they do not need for any 
visible purpose. They had also, eighty-five years ago, six 
thousand head of cattle, the same number of sheep, nearly 
one thousand horses, and over fifteen hundred Indian 
** dependants ; " i.e., slaves. They raised three thousand 
bushels of wheat, and two thousand bushels of barley, per 
year. Less than thirty years afterwards they had increased 
to about ten thousand head of cattle, eighteen thousand head 
of sheep, and nearly one thousand two hundred head of 
horses. They were thrifty, but very soon after this, under 
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providential oversight, they began to decline. The expulsion 
of the Spaniards from Mexico, in 182 1, strangely affected 
the religious interests of this distant province. The reason 
they were affected while nothing else ever had been, was 
because the Mexican government concluded to take in the 
mission property, and include it among its available assets. 
In a short time their wealth was secularized by law, and this 
and all the missions died suddenly. 

But it is pleasant to think of their blooming prosperity 
while they lived. Their managers put almost as much 
brains and industry into their business as would now com- 
mand a remunerative salary in the railroad business. The 
fathers of San Diego brought an additional supply of water 
to their fields ten miles by an aqueduct, and to get a head 
for it they built a dam of solid masonry two hundred and 
twenty-four feet long and twelve feet thick. This dam still 
stands, on the Cajon rancho, fourteen feet above the surface 
of the ground. 

They had their vicissitudes too. A few days after the 
mission was established an Indian insurrection occurred 
which required some hard fighting before it was subdued. 
In 1774 there was another uprising, in the night, and as 
there were then seventy Indian rancherias (villages) in the 
immediate neighborhood, more than a thousand natives 
joined in the attack, and made it warm for the fathers to 
the extent of burning the mission buildings and all they 
contained. Yet in a brief time everything was going on as 
usual. 

It was the valor of desperation. This was a solitary 
oasis of hope, with the vastness of the ocean on one hand, 
and the width of an unknown continent on the other. 
Savages swarmed among the hills, and there was no base 
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of siipplit-s, nil ciimmunication with one's relatives, no any- 
thing uulside <i( these atiobe walls. But now, notwithstand- 
ing their great success, at least from a pecuniary standpoint, 
it is jtist thf samt as if they had never been. All the 
features of the .Spanish dominion on this side the sea are a 
curious historical study. It has gone as it came, and left 
nothing to bu proud of. About all the Indians are gone 
too, until tlit^ru ;ir(.* Iml a few left as specimens for tourists 
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riK- liarlior of San l)ii'-i, i:- imdniiljiL'dly tliu rmest be- 
twcvn Callao and I'liirci Soiin.l, with tlu: f.x.riilion of that 
of San Iranrisf,., and il is pr,,, ti< ally a- g..nd us the latter. 
The hi-h Ian, I MM Ihv nurUi sul,> pro^e.■t^ it from that awful 
<lry -loiin of the I'a. ilic that Dana I,IN nf. It \^ almost 
laiicl-locked, and the eiirjou^, d\k<-^ iiiade l)y the sea across 
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all openings but one, are a curious feature that seems al- 
most an intention in the interests of commerce. From 
almost all points of the bay one can look out over the low 
walls upon the endless Pacific, yet be practically secure 
from every wind that blows. 

The Mexican boundary-line, marked by a monument often 
visited, is only a few miles to the southward. One of the 
minor shrewdnesses of the treaty of the Guadaloupe Hidal- 
go was to place our boundary-line south of San Diego. 
Harbors are as scarce on the Pacific coast as good society 
was in the days of the early missionaries. In the prudent 
forethought that governs national affairs, there is no telling 
when we may need its narrow entrance and land-locked 
refuge. 

The town is pretty, and a little improvement, inevitable 
in the course of a brief time, will make it a most delightful 
place. The houses are strictly homes, some of them ideal 
ones. The facilities offered by the climate for beautifying 
grounds are extraordinary. The most delicate and beautiful 
exotics grow here almost without care. Japanese pines, 
curiously reminding one of the fan-pictures of those curious 
artists, and other imported trans- Pacific evergreens, thrive 
in dooryards. The Monterey cypress, cut into fantastic 
shapes or trimmed into evergreen walls, comes cjuickly and 
stays forever. The delicate ever-blooming roses that with 
us require tender care to make them delicate shrubs, here 
display a strong desire to clamber over the family roof-tree. 
Geraniums and verbenas have a stem as thick and wooden 
as a forest shrub, and those now eight or ten feet high seem 
not to have ceased to grow. All the delicate nurslings of 
warm air and glass, thrive here the whole year through in 
the open air. 
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As to climate, the uniformity of it is something remark- 
ahlc. All "f Southern California, delightful as it is com- 
paratively, is nut likf it. San Diego is considered a good 
pUicc t" g(i to for rest and change hy the people whose 
counirv is to us all a health resort. 

It does nut rain nnidi on the shore of the bay or verj- 
near it. An octasionul sho'wer during what they speak of 
;is '■ winter" (nun force of habit, is all there is of it. The 
reason of this is Diat the mountains back of the town, like 




other inounlairis in olliur plaii-s. milk the cUhkIs. It is on 
the nu-sas and in liu: valleys twenty or thirty miles away 
that ihi; niinfall aitiially i-. 'lIu re are ud street crossings 
here I" spe.ik of. anil not always a siOewalk. They are 
not neiessities. The s<iil is sandy, anil always dry under 
foot. Sliowers. when they come, simply sprinkle a dry layer 
<if siirfaee. Ii is .imiisin;; to note the oceusional statement 

Von were out in it, and. e\< i|it that yon thon^ht it might 
possibly rain a httle, you had not iKUieed it. 
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San Diego is in latitude 32 degrees 41 minutes. Many- 
people are not satisfied with anything short of absolute 
figures except at the end of the month, when it becomes a 
mixed question. In climatic affairs they do not express 
any sensation, but only facts that in many cases mislead. 
But here are some : 

In New York City the mean temperature for January is 31 
degrees; in New Orleans it is 55 degrees; in Boston it is 26 
degrees; in San Francisco it is 48 degrees; in Los Angeles, 
near at hand, it is 55 degrees, or the same as in New Orleans; 
In San Augustine, Fla., it is 59 degrees; but in San Diego it 
is 57 degrees. This is fair weather for January, especially 
to people who have been accustomed to a temperature like 
that at St. Paul, where its average for the same month is 10 
degrees, or even that of Chicago, where it is 28 degrees. 

This is winter. One naturally expects the retribution of 
the gods during the opposite season. But in the case of 
San Diego it is evidently reserved. August, in New York 
City, shows a maximum of 87 degrees ; Jac.ksonville, Fla., 
of 96 degrees ; San Antonio, Texas, of 10 1 degrees ; Denver, 
high up amid the Colorado mountain resorts, of 94 degrees, 
while even Los Angeles has a showing of 99 degrees. 

San Diego, during this month, has a maximum of S^ 
degrees, and a minimum of 62 degrees. In June, if you are 
ever in the place at that season, you will see the curious 
hyperboreans who come here, sitting on the sunny side of a 
building during the whole of a Sunday forenoon. 

You may frequently see in your walks large pieces of 
beef hung up in the open air, the owner not seeming to care 
what becomes of it as to freshness. It simply cures without 
change otherwise. While the same is true of many places in 
the west, it is not a common phenomenon at or near sea-level. 




Rand, McNallv & Co.'b 



There are some places to visit, among them : Old Town ; 

the ruins of the oki times, Fort Stockton, etc. 
The Mission, already described 



r^. 



The houndary-line monument, fifteen miles out by the 
road. It is near the open sea, and a good place for pic-nic 



Musstl-beds Beach, eight miles out. Rolling surf and 
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good sand, and if desired a diversion similar to the down- 
east clam-bake. 

The long beach across the bay, where the open Pacific 
breaks in rollers from Point Loma a long distance south- 
ward. It is not known at present where one will find a 
good sea-bathing place at all seasons of the year equal to 
this. The conveniences for getting to these bathing places 
are not what it is affirmed they will be in the near future. 

The lighthouse, eight miles by water, fourteen miles by 
land. It is said to be the highest but one in the world. 
The surrounding scenery is entertaining. 

The Tijuana ( Tia Juana ; Te-a-74'//r///-ah, aunt Jane) hot 
springs. Fourteen miles out, and in Old Mexico. A pretty 
place in a valley where there are great quantities of wild 
flowers in winter. 

The church of the Mission of San Luis Key is said to be 
the finest bit of old church architecture in the countrv, and 
therefore very interesting to many persons, who can easily 
go there by rail. It is not far from the line, and was passed 
in coming. 

La Jolla (Lah-Hole-yah, — the nearest meaning at hand 
for this name is *' the Calm," — ni which case, however, it 
should be spelled with only one " 1 " ). This is a cave on 
the coast, some twelve miles out, and much visited. 

There are many other places, but they arc not generally 
accessible according to modern ideas of distances and 
trouble. The tourist in nine cases out of ten has an under- 
standing with himself that he did not come here to work, and 
there are good hotels, plenty of sustenance for the inner 
man, placid days and cool nights, flowers, the sea, sunshme 
almost perpetually, and near at hand as fine sea fishing as 
can be found on the continent. 
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CONCLUSION. 



Returning northward to Colton, you take the Southern 
Pacific train westward to Los Angeles, passing on the way, 
and about nine miles from Los Angeles, the village and 

mission of San (ral)riel. 

San (iabriel village is a sleepy spot that reminds you of 
all there is in scholastic retirement. The church is quite 
well preserved, and still in service. But the chief charm 
lies in the valley itself, of which, and of other charming 
things besides, the best view obtainable is from the Sierra 
Mad re \'illa. 

To rea( li this charming spot, there is a choice of two or 
three routes. It lies almost north of San Gabriel station 
some four miles. From the station there is a comfortable 
hack to the Villa, by which one may go and return. But if 
the entire journey is i)rrfrrrcd by rail, the Los Angeles and 
San (iabriel \'alley railroad, already finished to Pasadena^ 
will doubtless be linislu-d as far as the \'illa in time for all 
who chance to read this to use il. The proper plan would 
then be lo go to Los Angt'les direct, and thence to the Villa 
by the road mentioned. This little route is one of the 
finest sidc-trij>s in Southern California, on perhaps the only 
road in the world that actually runs through orange-groves, 
and u|)on which a trij^ would at all seasons of the year be 
purely and sim|)ly an excursion, capable of being made in 
open cars. 

The Sierra Madre Villa is a hotel, re.sort, and orange 
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plantation in unique combination, and one of the most de- 
lightful visiting places in any land. Only its comparative 
inaccessibility has kept it from becoming as famous as it 
deserves to be. For from the observatory of the building 
may be seen without obstruction the whole length and breadth 
ijf the San Gabriel Valley, shining green and brown in per- 
petual sun-light. 




j^fs-m 



Behind thi \ ill i n ts the t ei si pt. of the Sam Madre 
(bt.t;r-ih )/;/r y — m>therrjm,e Sit-rramenis m Spanish 
a siw and m i> nj, ilh ippl td t r ws )f sharp peaks 
SUM teeth afterwards h\ nictonj Tn\ to an\ range of 
steep m (iintains) The. s )tilhern s de ne\t tht \ilh is 
accessible though a steep climb VVater and trees glet* 
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and canyons, lie in such shape as to make the aicent seem 
nearer and less difficult than it really is. Thiflift* aniverwl 
characteristic of all mountain rang^ in the west Canyon, 
pronounced ca-n-yone, with the stress on the last syll^rie, is 
one of the commonest of western geographical terms. It 
means a cannon, the bore or calibre of anything, a rift 
Americans apply the name, however, where the Spaniards 
do not, and place the stress on the first syllable. In these 
pages the spelling which indicates the pronunciation of the 
word has been folKiwed, the accented Spanish "11" not 
being necessary tu English-speaking people. 

Los Angeles, as all know, is a city of some thirty thousand 
people. It is ont of the old places. One of the hotels is 
named .ifter old Don I'io Pico, who was the last governor 
under Spanish rule, and who still lives here, — apparently 
content m his old age with the new order of things. The 
town was founded in 1781, and the centre of it was the 
present plaza. The old adobt portion of the city is called 
Sonoratown, a locality which had not long since a bad repu- 
tation, but which is now tolerably Americanized. As relics 
of the past, four ancient cannons are planted at as many cor- 
ners in the streets, and on a hill in the borders of the town 
there are still to be seen some deep earthwork trenches. 

In strong contrast with these relics of a past that all con- 
cerned seem desirous of forgetting, the tourist will observe 
a rather unique system of electric lights. The lamps are 
borne on wooden masts, each one hundred and fifty feet 
high, that look very unsubstantial, but seem to answer all 
purposes. In the Missouri valley they would be found 
standing, perhaps, after twenty-four hours. It is an indi- 
cation that there is very little wind, of the kind that does 
any damage. 
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Irrigation is the great wonder-worker of this part of 
the country. The water for the city and surroundings is 
obtained from the Los Angeles river, and stored in reser- 
voirs. A second water corporation obtains its supply from 
an artesian well. 

The bustle, the drive, the brilliantly-lighted streets, the 
fine business blocks, the general air of being not only an 
American but a Californian place, make the visitor forget 
that he is in the political and industrial heart of a civilization 
that has so entirely passed away that it is the same as 
though it never was. It changed from what it was to what 
it is not through luck, and not by chance, but as a singular 
example of the intelligence of the Americans who came 
after, and who have been flying in tlu- face of the old- 
fashioned Spanish Providence by converting the supposed 
obstacles of nature into the most j)erfe(t means that could 
have been devised not only f(^r making money, but for 
beautifying the land. They began to bore these wells, 
knowing by an instinct peculiar to the race, that tliey would 
not bore in vain. Thev are made to How at the surface 
from a depth of about three hundred feet, all over Los 
Angeles county. Within a radius of ten or a dozen miles 
you may drive through as many " colonies," — new places 
just opened, and each one destined to become a garden in a 
brief time. 

So also did the old Spaniards irrigate ; it was the first 
thing they did. But the Los Angeles is a wide, shallow, 
low-banked stream, that never did and never would have 
produced any such results as are now seen, with the old 
system of open ditches. Pipes will yet be entirely used, 
and vastly more land will be wet by them from the same 
supply. But aside from this, wells were never thought of 
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in the old times. They are not all bored downwards either, 
and some of them present the curious feature of being 
horizontal ; pushed straight into the mountain-side, and 
affording a supply of water that once found, cannot help 
running out. 

Tillage in all Southern California is an especial feature. 
It is largely like that at Riverside, and is of a character 
whose thoroughness is not thought of elsewhere in the 
farming communities of this country. It would seem to 
be by no means a ridiculous proposition to employ a leg- 
islative appropriation on the part of many of our western 
States to the payment of the expenses of some of their 
leading agriculturists, to visit this country, and report upon 
methods. There is scarcely a weed on cultivated soil in the 
State. The consequence is that the country is productive 
far beyond its appearance ; a fact not only applying to 
quantity, but to (juality as well. 

Pasadena is seven miles to the north-east of Los Angeles 
and on the line of the road mentioned above as the I.os 
Angeles and San Gabriel Valley road. This is a charming 
ride across what is called the valley of the Arroyo Seco (Dry 
Ravine) and through what would ordinarily be considered a 
pass among beautiful scenery. The name, Pasadena, is 
probably an abbreviation or corruption of what in Spanish 
would mean The Gate of Eden (Pasa de Hden), though 
Californians generally, while clinging with singular faithful- 
ness to all the Sans and Santas, have skipped some of the 
most beautiful meanings of the old tongue. 

Pasadena now contains some four thousand people, and 
in general plan and products it is nearly the same as the 
famous Riverside, and probably almost as fruitful. P^ither 
of them will do very well as a residence for any ordinary 
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citizen who is disposed to be satisfied with the goods the 
f;.Kls provide. 

I'Dinoiid is about twenty-five miles west of Colton, and 
was passfd un the way coming to Los Angeles by the 
Southern i'acific. It has now some three thousand five 
hinidrtd peopli;, and a plentiful supply of water out of 
^J\ the San Antonio 
canyon. 

Los Angeles 
county has within 
its bounds three of 
the twenty-one old 

pages pre- 
viously. One is 
Saiidabriel, already 
rcffrri-d to, another 
San Juan Capistra- 
iK). and a third, San 
icrnaudoRey. Of 
.ill these the best 
]iriscrv<.'d is San 
(lal.rie!. The last 
named of the three 
:ind near the 
puliation and 
i |)os^ible all 
]iy visitor to 
. might better 

the scope 




Guide to Southern California. 



103 



that is so rapidly changing. Many of these are in their in- 
fancy, and yet to come forward with their claims to recog- 
nition as either settlements or resorts. 

Every visitor to this countr}% as to every other, will find 
himself following certain lines of investigation, enquiry or 
travel that no other man can define for him beforehand. 
These pages have been devoted to an attempt at a general 
description of striking features, particularizing only where 
especial interest might be supposed to attach. If the aver- 
age reader has gathered from them a fairly correct idea of 
the country known as Southern California, and of the in- 
cidents and scenes of the route most frequently taken to go 
there, the object of the writer is fully attained. It is im- 
possible to do more within the extent of less than a large 
volume. 
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NOTES. 



The tourist is supposed to have turned southward at 
Waterman (see pa«^e 6i) direct to Southern California. 
There are doubtless those who, coming thus far, wish first 

to j(o direi I to San IVancisco. 

To do tills the journey is continued to Mojave (Mo-hah- 
ve}, seventy-three miles further westward, where supper is 
taken, and the through car attached to the train on the 
Southern Pacific road tiiat goes direct to San Francisco. 
Oakland Tier is reached at 10.40 the following morning, 
precisely four days after leaving Kansas City. 

To visit Southern (/alifornia by way of San I'Yancisco. 
the tourist passt.'S Mojave again going southward, direct to 
Los Angeles. The journey from Mojave to San Francisco 
is therefore simply an .idtlitional trip, which can as well be 
made after as befon! visiting tin: southern i)ortion of the 
State. This mAv is simi)ly added for convenience to those 
who contemplate the journey, and to whom there may be a 
cjuestion of routes in (onnection with the saving of time. 

To return by tiie same route, whether San Franci.sco is 
included in the tour or not, the jundion-point is again the 
httle station of W'.iterman, on the Atlantic and Pacific road: 
that i>, passengers who iiave not gone to San l*>anci.sco will 
there meet i)ass(-ngers who have. 

I'ersonally, it is suggested to California tourists that 
there are com|)lete conveniences for meals on this, and 
so far as known on all other routes, with one exception. 
There is no net:essity at any point of the journey herein 
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described, for the inconvenient lunch-basket, and the fruits 
of the lower Kio Grande, supplemented later by those 
of California, are to many an unexpected addition to bills- 
of-fare. 

It is not necessary to take more than one kind of clothing. 
The climate permits the wearing of the same weight of 
material the year round. This lessens the amount of bag- 
gage necessary for both ladies and gentlemen. Always 
carrj- with you when going more than a short distance a 
light overcoat. 

Vou will enjoy this trip much better by retiring quite 
early every night, and rising early in the morning, — unless 
in the case of y{>uth in conjunction with moonlight ; nothing 
can well be more beautiful than this combination in mountain 
regions. 'I'he breakfast hour for fast trains is generally 
early in the morning, while the air is delightfully fresh. 
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AT LARGE. 

The wonderful State of California has been much written, 
and the best abilities of professional tourists and joumalist3 
have been spent upon it. Nevertheless, there is no guide 
now in print, of which any knowledge exists, that may be 
said to be up to date in all its details. In some instances 
new railroad lines have been built: in others, new conclu- 
sions have i)een reached, with a distinguishable effect upon 
tourists, and both health and investment seekers. The 
traveler, followinj^^ the route described in the foregoing 
pages or not, finds himself here, probably with a desire to 
know as much as possible of the large territory lying out- 
side of the limits of that portion of the State that is now 
definitely known as Southern California. To cover that 
ground brictly these pages have been added. 

As has been stated, the climate south of Mojave, con- 
sidered as a convenient reference-point, seems to be peculiar 
to the country. There is, strictly speaking, no season that 
can be called winter, or that bears any resemblance to that 
season as most of us know it. The case is different in the 
more northern portions. It is true that the climate of all 
California is anomalous in the iibsence of all extremes, and 
winter does not hinder the traveler in ordinary journeys. 
But now your overcoat is going to be a vade mecum^ not for 
winter alone, but for every day in the year. Wherever the 
sea wind or the Pacific fog can reach you, you are going to 
feel its harshness. But there are seven months in the year 
during which you will need no umbrella. As it does not 
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rain during all this time, the country is necessarily dusty. 
Some of the most lasting of the recollections of the country 
you will find to be of the dust. On the valley roads, where 
there is much travel, it lies four inches deep, an impalpable 
powder. Fortunately, there is not much wind ; when there 
is, you must accept it as one of the ills of life ; it is not a 
cold wind. 

Stage-lines still exist in California, and must be used. To 
hundreds of the able-bodied class of travelers they add to 
the pleasure of the journey by affording a spice of novelty. 
Mud may possibly sometimes be, — it has not come forward 
prominently as a cause of complaint, — but cold, in our sense, 
never. The stage-ride, to any person not a professional or 
confirmed invalid, is in this climate a diversion. 

The tour of California, under present rates of travel, can 
be made from the Missouri River and return, for about 
three hundred and fifty dollars, inc liidini^ all the conven- 
iences reasonably required in the way of carriaj^es, first-class 
accommodations, and extras. By those wiio make an effort 
in that direction, the tour can be done for two hundred and 
seventy-five dollars. It will be not (juite so extensive or 
luxurious, but many do it for even less than that sum. Ivx- 
cursion rates can always be procured ovt-r the tran.sconti- 
nental lines, and on the route described in these i)ages, at 
all seasons of the year, owin^ to its climatic location and 
more even temperature. Taking advantage of the greatly 
reduced rates given where there is a |)arty, or where s|">ecial 
rates exist from any cause, the tour of California is one of 
the cheapest that can be made. 

Hotel fares in California, contrary to the general idea on 
that point, are mostly in the tourist's favor. The old days 
of rough travel and endurance are passed. Ample and 
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cheap accommodations are everywhere to be found. In Los 
Angeles, for example, good hotel accommodations are had 
at three dollars per day. This chief city of Southern Cal- 
ifornia, as might be expected, charges as much as any. At 
San Diego, first-class accommodations were had 'at two 
(lollars and fifty cents. At the Olenwood, at Riverside, a 
resort, the charge was three dollars. The exception to this 
general rule i^ San Francisco, where the Palace, a colossal 
strut ture rei)rcstMiting a larger sum at interest, charges an 
average of about six dollars per day, though much cheaper 
acconiniodations, perhaps equally good, can be had. At such 
places, to be in harmony, it costs more to be shaved at the 
hotel barber-shoj), more by considerable for the after-dinner 
cigar, and twenty-five cents for the occasional refreshment 
indulged in at a silver-mounted bar, when something equally 
vigorous can be got across the street for twelve-and-one- 
half cents. 

All through Northern California the rule of reasonable 
charges holds good. It is a plentiful country, where, with 
the ex(X'plion of the very articles that are cheap elsewhere, 
the necessitii's (»f life can all be procured at reasonable 
[)rices. i'lie land of contrarieties in climate and all things, 
many of the commonest and cheapest articles are, to the 
common ("onception, luxuries. 

Not only essays and discourses, but even books, have 
been written upon land and the price of it; soil, products, 
j)roiUs, and tiie best i)lace to go. in (California. Not only 
are there thousands of contlicting local opinions on these 
points, but tile facts themselves are constantly changing. 
Ft i> a trait that is not lonfined to California for each man 
to tliink his own the best, but that feeling is here remarka- 
bly developed. Whatever these conflicting opinions may 
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be, there is no difficulty in getting at them. Real-estate 
literature is a flood. Every colony and settlement has its 
one or half-dozen publications on the subject of induce- 
ments, products, advantages and prices. They are rarely 
offered for sale; they are sufficiently rewarded by the 
chances of your serious perusal of one in a dozen of them. 
You can always get this literature, some of which is hand- 
somely and entertainingly done, and therefore the subjects 
treated of are not included in this volume. It is sufficient 
to say, that it is a country of curious, and, for the most part, 
successful, experiment, and that it is not yet more than half 
developed. The desire for adventure in the first place, for 
gold in the second era, and for health in the third, have 
been the means of the present development of all Califor- 
nia. Those that stayed, in many cases when they did not 
wish to, were obliged to apply themselves to the develop- 
ment of undiscovered resources, and the result is seen on 
every hand. It is a curious reflection, that, for the greater 
part of its romantic history, California was not even thought 
of as a farming country. Now, it is s(\'ircely thought of 
in any other light. PVankly speaking, it has long ceased to 
be the country for the poor man and the pioneer, if home 
and the winning of it by industry and endeavor alone, is 
what he is seeking. But it is still a country where fair cap- 
ital often makes large returns ; where thousands are living 
in robust health who elsewhere would be dead ; and where, 
to rich and poor alike, a climate that is free to all, puts a 
new meaning upon luxury. 
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MOJAVE TO SAN FRANCISCO. 

The regular train from Mojave northwards is a night 
train, but, ni^j^ht or day, it is a most enjoyable ride. 
Eiij^htccn miles above Mojave, and beginning at Tehachapi, 
arc the mountains, to cross which a remarkable engineering 
work was construe tetl by the Southern Pacific road, called 
the Loop, and the name more or less accurately describes it. 
The hue is made to double upon itself, and even an artificial 
tunnel wa>> ( onstructed. throuj^h which it might run under 
it<ell". in one pLice there are five parallel sin<i;le tracks. A 
cut ot" the Looj) on |>ajH-r very slron;j^ly resembles a gigantic 
angle worm, in a state of great personal discomfort. This 
scene, even 1)\- night, and especially if the moon be shining, 
i> a ver\ remarkable one : the t'hange from the scenes of 
the Mcjjave "(U'scrt" being almost as great as it is on 
turning southward into Southern California from Water- 
man. The beautiful ('alif(;rnia live-oaks stand in clumps 
or a> single splendid trees, many of them appearing to grow 
out of the naked granite. This beautiful evergreen is 
charac tt.Tisti( of the country, and one of its most attractive 
features, it is a low, wide-sj^reading tree, whose foliage 
lies in heav\- masses, and aff!>rds a tlense shade. Growing 
almost always where there is no underbrush, the effect is to 
make the landscajK- look like a park. 

Innnediately beyond the Loop, ilu: traveler enters another 
of tile celebrated \ alleys of California ; the San Joaquin 
(San \\'hah-Xv/7/, — Saint Joachim), the crossing of the little 
Kern river, at the station called Uakersfield, being about the 
southern end of it. In this pocket at the end of the valley 
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are clustered the three lakes, Tulare {Too-/,irf-e), Buena 
Vista [hoo-ai/i-ah Vees-tah, — good view), and Kern. None 
of these are to be classed with Tahoe in attractiveness and 
celebrity, and are not generally regarded as places of interest. 
The valley takes its name from the San Joaquin river, 
which flows through almost the entire length of it from 
south to north. The railroad does not, however, follow the 
bankt^ of the stream, but crosses at frequent intervals its 
affluents, as the Cottonwood, the Chowchilla, the Merced, the 




Tuolumne, etc. These are none of them rivers, by any fair 
construction of the term, but creeks of more or les.s volume. 
The San Joaquin Valley shares with the Sacramento the 
fame that pertains to two celebrated districts. Before arriv- 
ing at Oakland Pier the tourist will have a good opportunity 
to form his idea of its productiveness. Though not the land 
of winter, the orchards of oranges, olives, apricots and 
lemons are no longer seen. The country seems to be 
largely devoted lo wheat, of which large crops of superb 
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(juality are often made. It is cut with a " header," threshed 
on the spot, never " sweats " in bulk, and needs no barns 
and granaries. The climate is the barn, and the rainless 
dome of heaven a kindly roof that costs nothing. 

Yet the scene is not entirely pleasant. There is a lack of 
the a])pearance and usual surroundings of rural luxury. 
The home-like houses, to say nothing of the opulent man- 
sions of some of the farmers of Eastern Kansas or Illinois 
and Michij;an, are not seen here, and the mammoth barns 
of the middle States are unknown. The inevitable infer- 
ence is that the San Joaquin farmer is engaged in a 
struggle, and cannot yet afford them, or that he is waiting 
t(; grow rich before he begins to live. The often alleged 
reason is that the c:hniate does not require them. That is 
saying that in the opinion of this farmer, houses are only 
necessary as a shelter, and that the beauty and comfort of a 
home that pleases for its own sake, is a gratification that can 
be indefinilely delayed in the universal struggle for wealth. 

Less than twenty years ago, the San Joaquin Valley was 
used almost entirely for grazing puri)oses, and was alleged 
to be unfitted for agricultural purposes. It is the very old 
story of all the West repeated. The final grazing grounds 
of this, and all other regions west of the Missouri, will be 
fenced pastures and tame grasses. 

The long, deep bay of San Francisco, on whose shore the 
track lies for thirty miles or more, and the suburban towns 
near the metropolis, including Oakland, are sights of the early 
morning. When you reach the ferry-house, and go on board 
the splendid steamer that I'arries you across to the foot of 
Market Street, you will begin to realize the splendid civilization 
of the Occident, and the va^tness of the resources that wrought 
it out of the homesick beginnings of less than forty years ago. 
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SAN FRAN disco. 

It is still a place unique, and notwithstanding its tens of 
thousands of annual visitors, and the hundreds of pages 
that have been given to its description, worth seeing and 
talking about. 

Hold your left hand in such a position that the back of 
the hand is uppermost before you ; bend your left index 
finger downward, almost as much as you can, and imagine 
San Francisco as located near the end of that side of the 
finger that is next you, and you have a blind man's map of 
the ground on which it stands, and its immediate surround- 
ings of water. You have also, by the schoolboy's rule, the 
points of the compass. It will not be considered an asper- 
sion upon ordinary American intelligence to say that there 
are a great many people whose knowledge of affairs is by 
no means limited, who do not distinctly know that the 
metropolis of the Occident does not stand on the main 
land, or upon which bank of the Mississippi New Orleans 
is situated. The bay of San Francisco ought, by all pre- 
conceived ideas, to lie to the westward of the city ; but it 
is mainly on the east and north. To get into town by way 
of any of her connections, you must cross the bay. It may 
be added that this is a considerable body of water, which 
extends southward of the imaginary finger end many miles. 

To be entirelv frank with the tourist, it is necessarv to 
state that San Francisco produces upon most travelers im- 
pressions that are conflicting, that are not all pleasant, and 
that make him the victim of a variety of emotions. It has a 
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climate that is in one sense glorious, but from another view, 
very nearly atrocious. It never snows ; that is, it never did 
but once, and then the citizens of the place made the most 
of it with true California enthusiasm, and proceeded to pelt 
each other, and throw at everything in sight, until the car- 
drivers abandoned their posts, and a general bandaging of 
skulls, and repairing of hats and windows was the order for 
a week afterward. But it is that peculiar climate that is 
like a ''cold" day in the West Indies; it gives yon the 
same sensations that the coolness of a friend does. The 
balm of the May morning has a tincture of chill in it 
You discard the idea of a fire as ridiculous, when jovL know 
you would like one ver)' much. And then the gray fog is 
blown away, the sun comes out gloriously, and the world 
smiles. But in a few days you come to the understanding 
that this smile is slightly hypocritical. In a city where you 
can pluck a bouquet every day in 'the year out of doors, so 
every day in the year you must have an overcoat on your 
back or over your arm. 

San Francisco never impresses the visitor as Chicago 
does. The tall structures that give the latter, and other 
cities, a monumental grandeur, are unknown here. The 
shakings that sometimes occur without any warning have 
deterred the erection of the twelve-story Babels, to the 
extent that one is inclined to regret that earthquakes are 
not more common in some other localities. 

The architecture is, to Eastern eyes, peculiar in other 
respects. All dwelling-houses are balconied from top to 
bottom, and the majority of them are built of wood. There 
is, or lately was, a passion for a dull gray in color, without 
contrast in trimmings, which gives somewhat the impres- 
sion of a universal sizing-coat, left as it was from motives 
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of economy, which in San Francisco is a thing not at all 

likelv. 

As to the streets, they are among the most interesting 
highways of the world. For, though the residents may 
never have observed it, there is a sensation of foreignness 
about them. They are intensely American, but lie under 
strange skies and unaccustomed stars. They are, as a rule, 
beautifully paved and admirably kept, while the inte- 
riors of places of business are as handsome and as well 
finished as any elsewhere. Some of the stores possess 
what was until lately quite a novelty, being devoted en- 
tirely to the sale of C^hinese and Japanese products. 

All the city is laid off in gigantic terraces, and the streets^ 
above a certain height, are devoted entirely to business. 
To each one of these, as they rise one above the other, the 
ascent is considerably steeper than one ordinarily wishes to 
climb, — about like ordinary stairs. These were endured, so 
far as is known, with great cheerfulness, until the invention 
of the cable-cars, and now nobody walks except an occa- 
sional Chinaman, with a pole and two baskets. The cable 
railway has ceased to be a novelty, being now in extensive 
operation in ('hieago, Kansas C'ity and elsewhere. But no- 
where else do they approach the comfort, handsomeness and 
utility they have in San Francisco. They go up and down 
these steep streets, maintaining the same rate of speed on 
either side of the hill, and occasionally striking a decline 
which makes the performance seem quite perilous. After 
you reach San I'rancisco, you will find yourself riding in 
these cars as a mere enjoyable diversion, and when you 
come away you will be turning over in your mind the ques- 
tion whether you may not better, once for all, resolve never 
to ride behind mules again, preferring to just walk. 
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Museums and places of amusement are not wanting; but 
one of your first visits will undoubtedly be to the Golden 
Gale i'ark, and beyond to the resort known asthe Cliff House, 

All that part lying west of the city proper, and between it 
and the coast, was originally gigantic billows of yellow and 
shifting sand. Uut vf this material wasi this beautiful park 




originally made. It is not yet fin- 
ished, being intended to extend to -^ 
the shore on the west. In this land of flowers one e.vpects 
to find beautiful specimens, and one does. In the matter of 
natural and artificial and costly beauty. Golden Gale Park is 
not the equal of Central Park in New York. But in the respect 
of flowers, lovely almost beyond the conceptions of the north- 
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ern mind, it excels all the resorts of the world. Not alone in 
the extensive conservatory do you find them, but everywhere. 

As you take the train from one of the entrances of 
the park, behind what is called a ** dummy '* engine, looking- 
considerably like a kitchen range on wheels, you may, in a 
few moments, observe the process by which the sand is made 
soil. First, ** pampas " grass is planted in rows in the sand* 
Strangely enough it grows, and the roots serve the purpose 
for which it was planted, in literally holding down the 
sand. This once accomplished, and the grass having formed 
a thick growth, trees are planted, and make a rapid growth. 
These sand-hills are worse than the ordinary desert, as they 
were shifted anniftilly by the wind, like heaps of dry snow. 

Behind this ** dummy " engine you reach the Cliff House* 
and may see the seal rocks, covered with their very unpre- 
possessing inhabitants. The majority of visitors do not ap- 
preciate these brutes at anything over their actual aesthetic 
value. Awkward, ungainly, idiotic, they spend their time in 
worming themselves out of the sea on to the rocks, and tum- 
bling off again with a splash. This performance is accompa- 
nied by the most discordant barkings ever heard, ceaseless 
day and night. They are an ugly, quarrelsome and uncleanly 
company, graceful no doubt in the water, but unattractive 
and uninteresting, not to say a bore, after a few minutes' ac- 
quaintance. The great, wide, beautiful sea is a sufficient 
reward for the trouble of the excursion. To many minds the 
Pacific affords an idea of vastness that the Atlantic does not. 
China, Japan, .\ustralia, and the Sandwich Islands between,, 
are what lie beyond, and the sun goes down behind them all. 
The long and crested rollers that break at your feet, seem 
to have come from far beyond all our interests and hopes. 

A remarkable elevation, both in the old times and now, is 
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the small mountain called Telegraph Hill, standing immedi- 
ately south of the entrance to the harbor (Golden Gate). 
It has not been long since it was necessary to climb the 
steep ascent on foot if you wished to enjoy what is, on a 
deal day, a fine prospect. Now, the means of climbinj^ 
Telegraph Hill add considerably to the attractiveness of the 
excursion. It is a cable car which seems to be attached 
permanently to the rope. The car is stopped and started 
again by means of an electric signal made by the conductor, 
which is responded to at some distant point by stopping 
the cable, instead of letting go of it as usual. Whether 
this is a measure of safety on perhaps the steepest decline 
ever climbed by cars, or a mere matter of convenience, it 
strikes the average passenger very forcibly with its ingenuity. 

The observatory on Telegraph Hill is very completely 
furnished with telescopes, field-glasses and other conven- 
iences, and has also a restaurant, and is used by the popula- 
tion as a pleasure resort. 

The most curious of all the features of San Francisco is 
that portion of the city that has, under the pressure of 
circumstances, been given over to exclusive Chinese occu- 
pancy. The children of the flowery kingdom swarm here 
by tens of thousands, and have made of their ])()rtion of an 
American city a Canton to suit themselves. The stret^ts 
occupied by them are easily found, and may be traversed 
without difficulty by any stranger. It is a San Francisco 
idea that Chinatown can only be .seen aright about mid- 
night, which means that the most revolting vices of the 
Chinese then become shows to which visitors are admitted 
on payment of a fee. Daylight will do for the average visitor 
to whom heathen orgies are not entertaining, and the most 
disgusting forms of lewdness displayed as an exhibition. 
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MONTEREY, 

AND OTHER RESORTS. 

This is considered the fashionable resort of California, 
and is extensively patronized by the citizens of San Fran- 
cisco. The sleepy old town was the Mexican capital, before 
referred to as the scene of one of the premature exploits 
of the American navy. It is a place of remarkably mild 
tenii)er:iture, j^ood bathin^i: facilities, and where the foliage 
planted for ornamental j)urposes many years ago has ma- 
tured into ^^reat size and charming effects. It is about four 
hours' ride by rail from San I'rancisco. 

Tm: ('fK\sF.ks, ink Almxdkn Mink, the Napa Val- 
\A.\, San lA K«)>A, San I A (/ri/, are places usually **done" 
by tho.se who have ample time and means, and who wish to 
se(.' all there is of California. \W the standard of modern 
iravfl facilities, a visit to them (V)sts some trouble besides. 
Lo( al information as to iiow to reach them and other 
atinictive spot<. ( an be readily given by any resident. 
There are a number of resorts, ea( h well worth visiting, in 
the neighborhood of San l-'rancisco, that are not known to 
any guide-In )()k. and as yet have only a local value. There 
is no ( ity in the world that |)ossesses in a fuller degree 
the advantage and jileasure to be derived from a rest, and a 
change of scene and climate, in a ride of two or three 
hours by rail. .\ .satisfactory descrijnion of them would 
fdl a large volume. 

It should be remembered that the (ieysers mentioned are 
not similar to the .startling wonders of the Yellowstone 
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Park, known by the same name. These are flowing hot 
springs only. 

But there are two scenes in California, neither of them as 
yet accessible by rail, that every traveler will wish to visit 
if possible. These are The Big Trees and Yo Semite. 
Time was, and not long since, when it was necessary to ride 
to Yo Semite on horseback. You now go there by stage 
over a fine road. 

There are three groves of Big Trees in California, that 
most frequently visited being the Mariposa grove, included 
in the same tour with the Yo Semite. It is almost useless 
to attempt a new, or in any way an adequate, description of 
these wonderful places, which thousands have traveled 
across the sea to behold. 

The station of Madera, which you passed in coming 
north to San Francisco, is the nearest point by rail, 'i'here, 
all baggage should be left, a single substantial suit of 
clothes, with serviceable shoes, being all that is necessary. 

From Madera you go by stage to the Big Trees, where the 
night is spent. Thence you go on the following morning a 
short drive to the Yo Semite Yalley. There are, of course, 
good hotels, and ample, and even lu.xurious, accommoda- 
tions. The stage ride may be tiresome, but it is novel and 
pleasant ; and the average invalid does not hesitate about it. 
There are also guides, horses, lunches, and every facility for 
a thorough enjoyment of scenes no other region has to offer. 

The Big Trees, thus seen on the road to Vo Semite, 
have been so often drawn, described, photographed and 
wondered over, that any detailed description of them here 
would be superfluous. The enterprise of modern journal- 
ism at intervals brings to the notice of the public accounts 
of bigger trees in some remote corner of the \votUL\ ViNi\. 
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thus far these despatches remain unconfirmed, and . the 
Sequoia remains the sole representative of a race of vege- 
table giants that will never come again. They are but the 
stragglers of a host; the remainder of a multitude. Ail 
over these mountain sides there are great trenches where 
the immense trunks lay after they had fallen, perhaps a 
thousand years being occupied in their slow decay. It is 
not even known how old these living ones are, whether they 
are yet growing, how long they may stand, or if there is 
any hope of a new and continued growth. 

The Yo Semite Valley is an immense and irregular basin, 
about two miles wide and eight miles long, whose sides are 
irregular walls of rock nearly a mile high. Of the special 
points in this notched edge, to which names have been 
given, the following are some of the heights : Mount Star 
King (named after the celebrated San Francisco preacher 
of that name who died some years ago), 5,600 feet: Cloud's 
Rest, 6,034 feet ; South Dome, 4,737 feet ; Sentinel Dome, 
4,500 feet ; El Capitan, 3,300 feet. 

The lowest of any of the points specially named in the 
rim of the valley is 1,800 feet. It will be readily seen, even 
on paper, that these are very unusual elevations to be 
grouped around an amphitheatre in such a manner that 
most of them are included in one view, or l)reak upon the 
sight at a sudden turn. There are, in all, seventeen of 
these objects bearing names. 

There are eleven waterfalls, one of them, Yo Semite, 
being 2,634 feet high, while the Sentinel measures 3,000 
feet. There are 5,280 feet in one mile ; Niagara is only 
163 feet high ; and the steep }*alisades of the Hudson, 
classed among fine scenery, are, at their highest point, some- 
thing over 500 feet in height. 
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But you may read all the guides that ever were written ; 
you may shut your eyes and endeavor to imagine the scene ; 
you may institute all the comparisons of which the mind is 
capable, and the endeavor will be entirely useless. Heights 
and depths, figures, absolute statements, have nothing to do 
with it. You cannot even take it in after vou are there. 
The falling waters, blown aside like lace at the caprices of 
the wind, the lofty walls of rock, the glens, ravines and un- 
dulations of the valley itself, grow upon you by slow pro- 
cesses. The longer you stay the better, if you have any 
appreciation of the ennobling effect of such scenes on the 
mind. It is almost inconceivable that a man can be very 
narrow, or sordid, or fretful or unpatriotic, and visit Yo 
Semite once a year. Niagara impresses one with a species 
of terror ; this is like listening, amid settings no earthly stage 
can contrive, to exquisite music none but yourself can hear. 

To the great majority of visitors. El Capitan is the most 
impressive object. It is not so high as other rocks, but 
there is a majesty in this gigantic mass of solid, seamless 
rock, shining in the sun with a dull lustre like unpolished 
marble, that impresses the most stolid. It must be remem- 
bered that it is not "i)retty," or "picturesque." It is not a 
pinnacle or a peak, but a wall nearly two miles broad, and 
almost perpendicular. 

When you have reached the foot of Yo Semite Fall, and 
look up, up, and see what a vast body of water this foaming 
band is, that is falling before your eyes 2,600 feet, while the 
wind sways it from side to side, it will take you hours to 
get anything like an adequate conception of the beauty and 
majesty of a scene not equalled elsewhere on this planet. 
Were you the most sordid citizen that ever travelled merely 
because he could, you would be impressed. 
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CONCLUSION. 

California, as a whole, is as curious in its general topog- 
raphy as it is in its remarkable history ; than which there 
is none more w^onderful outside the realm of fable. It was 
• filled, within three years of the hour it w^as practically first 
heard of, with adventurers of every kindred and tongue, 
who established for themselves a code and a form of gov- 
ernment never before heard of, which in its turn was broken 
up by the memorable Vigilantes, the very opposite of a 
commune, who, in an experiment that would have produced 
a prolonged reign of anarchy in any other country than one 
ruled bv American traditions, established the rule of law^ 
that will never again be broken. 'J'hc question of the ad- 
mission of the great State into the sisterhood of the Union 
produced a furious storm in Congress ; a storm that was 
born of the same fatuity on the slavery question that after- 
wards brought on the war. As you wander amid these scenes, 
wrought into semblances of the corners of Paradise by the 
energy of a free and virile people, imagine how, by a slight 
difference in original circumstances, California might have 
spent the last twenty years in rubbing off the canker and 
rust of a dead slavery. 

'J'he topography of the country has no standard of com- 
parison by which the Eastern man may judge of it. It is 
necessary to imagine a mountain wall, called the Sierra 
Nevadas {Xe-7v///-dah, — snowed, or snow-covered), running 
almost north and south on the eastern side, and melting 
away at the southern end into the plain about Mojave. 
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West of this lies the Coast Range, very inferior in height. 
Between the two lies an immense valley, the northern half 
being known as the Sacramento Valley, and the southern 
half as the San Joaquin, already spoken of. In this valley 
there is a curious arrangement of rivers. The San Joaquin^ 
rising in i'ulare lake, runs northward about two hundred 
miles, or almost opposite the bay of San Francisco, where 
it is joined by the Sacramento river, rising near Mount 
Shasta in the north. Each valley is called by the name of 
its river, cacli of which turns off at a sharp angle and runs 
into the bay. It is all really one valley, and, if it were not 
in California, a river would run in one direction from end 
lo end of it, as usual. 

The San Joacjuin X'alley contains about seven million 
acres, the Sacramento about five million. Count in all the 
nooks and t^orners, ant! the smaller valleys separated from 
the main ones by s[)iirs and small mountains, and the total 
area (.)f the j^jreat valley of Californiii, land that at no distant 
day will all be cultivated, is more than thirty millions of 
acres. 

This valley system is eniiroly distinct from the San 
Ciabriel and other valleys of Southern California. 

These rijLj:ures can be ( onij^ared WMth those of the total 
area of the State, which is the largest of the Union except 
Texas, and estimated tc; contain 120,947,840 acres. 

C)utside of the valleys, it will be seen that ^he spots of 
agricultural land are fttw and far between, and that they 
compri.se an infinitesimal part of the whole area. The 
dweller in any one of the great western States, will feel a 
.flight disgust for a coinitry with so much waste land, so 
much howling and irredeemable rock and canyon and 
mountain top. The compensation is, that the lands that are 
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tillable are much finer than any to be found even in Illinois 
or Kansas. Two crops per year are often made. Water 
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from ditches renders agrtculturt a business in which results 
are almost certain, and a lane! almost without a winter, and 
a climate that has no vicissitudes, lend to the harvest an 
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1 ' ■ ir."^ :ra.v«:.r:r a-^ he depaits. and to the bifd vhidi flics 
fy^*zz \:.K ^.*:z.*z, :hvse narrow streaks of green fenced by 
ev:rr.a' .t. ^t.^j^.z^ .ti ist seem narrow. Ther are sol Cali- 
f'.rr.i '.ir. r.TVrr 'onjc forward like that other wonder, 
K^r.«^«. rrrpjt^i a 'ie^ert and nch as the mad of the Nile, 
a* tr.*; foster: n^' mother of industrioas honcstr. and the 
Yjm-.i,^. *A the 'i.-' /jra^r:'] fr'»m ever}' country. California 
may L»; in'.!jf>y: am .r.:; the luxuries. .\ home there can> 
not no -A- o'r h'l ! r'/'th- a-kir.;; At least moderate capital is 
Xi-j\:\ri'A 'v.\ a'.! ^a-t-r H Mni red s «»f nooks and comers arc 
y*:t ijiio'j.l::^ ;<:'■. c-:/'--',:al!y in the southern portion, but all of 
thcrn licar a valijt. ::. many cases entirely disproportionate 
to any aj^parcnt advar.ta;(e. 

Hut as a jilare to >ee. a land in which to while a winter 
away, a country to '^(> to in weariness and failing health, 
(Jalifornia ha*» no equal. Nor does it entirely share the fate 
of other beautiful countries. They are nearly all poor. All 
regions of mountains and sunshine, of pines, falling water 
and clear air, are more or less good for little else, — all 
but this. 

i'liere remains but this : if, following the usual American 
custom, you have worked yourself almost to death in middle 
life ; if you have carried the seeds of consumption out of the 
rich beech openings of Indiana or Ohio, or ague and its train 
of torm ents from some corn-growing valley, there is still a 

is better than drugs and doctors. Put your- 
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self in direct competition with the poorest man you know who 
is also honest. Buy a second-class ticket if you can't a 
first. Avail yourself of some one of the almost innumerable 
means of cheap excursion travel now offered, and try 
Southern California. You will find that the necessaries 
of life are as cheap as at home, and that some of the 
luxuries are cheaper still. You will meet others here who, 
worse than yourself, are now rejoiced at the brilliancy 
and success of the scheme of saving their lives by driving 
lilules or pruning trees. There is nothing to pay for what 
you come after in such a case. Climate is free even to the 
gophers. Your neighbor's garden, and God's blue-and- 
gold landscape are yours without price. 

As to the climatic cure of specific chronic diseases in 
California, all grades and varieties of sick people go there 
for that purpose. All mountain regions are more or less 
visited for the same purpose. But in California, at least in 
the southern part, the climate is a distinct addition to almost 
all the sanitary features of other regions. There is at least 
one widely disseminated complaint, for which remedies have 
been sought in vain, and whicli plagues the lives of thousands 
every season, for which the Pacific coast is stated to offer a 
certain cure. This is *' hay-fever," or " nose-cold," the 
cause and cure of which nobody seems to understand, while 
its victims are the most wretched of mortals while the 
torment lasts. 

A writer in the Tribune^ of Chicago, under date of 
September 25, 1885, makes, in the course of a letter upon 
the subject, too long to reproduce entire, the following 
observations : 

" Wherever the western Atlantic winds blow most regu- 
larly, and where the people were most exposed to them 
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and least to the eastern, northeastern, or southern winds, 
just to that extent were they exempt from hay-fever. 
I discovered, that, in those portions of Europe where the 
winds were frequently from the south or east, hay-fever was 
almost as prevalent as in the United States. 

" From these data I drew the conclusion that the Pacific 
coast of this continent, from Victoria, in British Columbia, 
south to San Diego, in California, should be exempt from 
hay-fever, because, throughout the summer season — the 
hay-fever period of the year — the prevailing, in fact the 
constant, winds of that coast, are from the Pacific Ocean. 
Westerly and northwesterly trade-winds prevail, blowing 
from the ocean inland for six or eight months in the year, — 
from May until late in the beginning of winter. And of 
course such winds, crossing the vast Pacific Ocean, would 
bear very little of vegetable odors from the Asiatic shores, 
but would be as free therefrom as anywhere in this world. 

"Reflecting upon this theory, and desiring to test its 
soundness, this last summer, before the usual hay-fever season 
set in, I corresponded with friends in Oregon and California 
on the subject, all of whom assured me that such a thing as 
hay-fever was utterly unknown on thiit coast ; that all the 
people who had been afflicted with the disease in the 
Eastern or Middle States, and had settled on the Pacific 
slope of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade ranges, had never 
had any return of it since their settlement in the country ; 
that all the Eastern visitors troubled with hay-fever who 
have arrived on that coast in the summer have experienced 
immediate and complete exemption from the pest ; and 
that, so far as the most experienced hay-fever visitors' 
knowledge extends, there has been no exception to this 
universal rule. 



'34 



Rand, McNally & Co.'s 



*' This was very intcrestinj^ information, and, acting upon 
it, I took a member of my family, long afflicted with hay- 
fever, to the Paeific coast, visited many of the points just 
named from Portland to Monterey, and found complete 
exemption from the affliction. I met, during the hay-fever 
period, several friends from the East who were seeking the 
western coast in the hope that they might find a place 
where they could find relief from their misery during the 
summer. Kach of them testified, that, immediately after 
crossing the vSierra Nevada chain of mountains and coming 
within the intluence of the trade-winds of the Pacific Ocean, 
which blow from the westward, they experienced no more 
trouble from iheir annual evil ; anil each and all joined in 
the opinion that the l^uific slope was probably the best 
place for hay-fever sufferers to visit in North America, 
or perhajis the world. It has a pleasant summer climate, — 
neillier too hot nor too eold, — is perfectly healthy, free from 
malaria, anil not subject to any extremes of weather during 
the sinnuier, such as slninis, cyclones, thunder and light- 
nin.ij^s ; wiiiie the i.>npiilation is hosjiitable, intelligent, and 
pleasant tn live aniou^. .Vll who can s])are the time and 
money for tluir hay-lever vacation will find the Pacific 
coast the ri;;ht plai e to visit, as there is no hay-fever there.** 

lUit money rules. Money /las ruled, or the majority of 
the Anieriian people would not need the climate of C^difor- 
nia as badly as they now do. Perhaps advice as to the in- 
vestment (.)f funds is mere surj)lusaj^e in the.se pages, but it 
is well known that min are not alike in their view of this 
time-worn subject. One of the unicjue features of land 
investment in California is, that in the majority of cases 
there is a water-right connected with the purchase, for 
which vou also pav. Krank confession is here made that 
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this subject is not understood in all its bearings by the 
present writer. Water was a prominent factor in mining 
operations in the early history of the State, and has cut a 
prominent figure in the adjustment of individual and com- 
munity rights ever since. The miner's **inch," and the 
statute "inch" have sometimes come in conflict. Almost 
the whole of the water supply, which sometimes has neces- 
sitated the building of costly works, is in the hands of 
companies. On the part of the older residents, a belief that 
water is an absolute necessity in all agricultural operations 
is very general. The new school are hesitatingly under the 
impression that many processes can be successfully carried 
on without it. In truth, the rainfall of California presents 
some curious features. Westward of the coast range, with 
some e-xceptions like that of San Diego, where the prevail- 
ing Pacific winds are modified by the trend of the eleva- 
tions, the prevailing climate is governed by the temperature 
of the sea. From April to October the current of cold 
water which pours out of Kehring Strait has a tenij^erature 
of fifty-three degrees, and is the cause of the north and 
north-west winds, and of the fogs which are wra])pcd like 
a gray cloak around the foot-hills wherever they intervene, 
and which is carried onlv a short distance into the interior. 
There are, therefore, in C'alifornia two climates ; the c()a.st 
and the inland. This is doubtless the reason of the state- 
ment made by some authorities, that the coast of the 
country is unsuitable for invalids. The statement is true 
only generally, the unequalled situation of San Diego, and 
possibly of other places, giving them all the advantages of 
proximity to the sea, and freedom from the cold current and 
the fog. 

These rare locations are also largely exempt from the dl&- 
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advantages of the inland climate, which may be considered 
the exact opposite of the coast climate. The great interior 
valleys are very warm, the thermometer at noon often mark- 
ing 100 degrees for several days in succession. But the 
nights and mornings are always cool. The heat is dry ; 
there are no " muggy " days, and there is generally a breeze. 
And ''between the devil and the deep sea," as it were, 
though precisely reversing the meaning of that time- 
honored phrase, there is a district jointly ruled by these 
two climates, and consequently the most delightful tem- 
perature in the world. 

The rainy season of California commences in November, 
and lasts until about the first of May. The dry season 
has all the remaining months. The rainy season is not to 
be taken in any tropical sense ; it is not so wet as a 
New England summer. Hut the dry season is all that the 
term indicates. The average rainfall at San Francisco 
for the year is only about twenty-one inches, and in 
manv localities it is even less than that. 

On the other hand, ])eculiar locations greatly influence 
the rainfall in its season. In the northern foot-hills of the 
Sierra, eighty inches sometimes fall. In south-western 
Oregon eleven feet of water has been known to fall in a 
single year. 

The greater part of the trees of California are not only 
indigenous, but are conlined to that coast. The giant 
Sequoia, three species, including the '* redwood," never 
grew elsewhere. The last-named has frequently attained a 
height of three hundred feet, and a circumference of eighty 
feet. That makes of a common, ordinarv rail-cut a stick 
that is nearly thirty feet in diameter. It may be a source of 
gratification to those who share the feeling of the author of 
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" Woodman, spare that tree," that, once cut, its successor 
never comes, and its place is taken by punier growths. 

There are sixteen species of pine, of which the "sugar pine" 
is the largest, being often forty-five feet in circumference. 




There are six species of fir-tree, one ot them sometimes 
attaining the height of three hundred feet. 

There are two species of the live or evergreen oak, and 
twelve other members of the oak family. The " chinquapin " 
sometimes attains a height of one hundred and twenty-five 
feet. 
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There are three or four dogwoods, none of them like the 
same tree elsewhere, together with an extensive family of 
smaller and greater trees, some of them the most beautiful 
productions of the forest, but all differing in nature from 
what we would imagine they were from their familiar desig- 
nations. 

Vet there is but one species of native grape, all the rest 
having been imported from Europe. 

i'herc are three hundred and fifty species of birds native 
to California, including among these twenty kinds of wood- 
peckers alone. There are thirty-seven different birds of 
prey, and twelve kinds of owls; none of these have ever 
lived elsewhere. 

There is no intention of going into zo(')logy or ornithology. 
Two or three facts are given which indicate that there was 
an original intention of leaving California to itself ; an 
intention which, as in the case of Australia as w^ell, has not 
been carried out. To this it mav be added that of the one 
hundred and fifteen species of mammals, twenty-seven 
are carnivorous. The list, and the remarks thereon, might 
be c:()ntinued almost indefinitely. Everywhere one goes, 
the unaccustomed eye lights upon novelties in animal, fruit, 
flower and scenery. 

Of (lowers, it is almost useless to begin again to write. 
The greenhouses that wealthy people build, adorned with 
stucco rocks, and waterfalls that remind one of an acci- 
dental leak, and warmed with coils of plumber's work or the 
uncongenial heat of a furnace, show all over the land the 
appreciation in which the fragrance and beauty of the floral 
world is held. Yet all the contrivances of art, in either the 
northern or southern States, never produced under glass 
anything to equal a nook in the forest, a corner by the 
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roadside^ or a poor man's dooryard, in midwinter, in the 
southern portions of California. You cannot Hve upon 
flowers ; even the humming-birds do not quite succeed in 
that ; but they are the perennial beauty of a land where all 
the joys of the tropics may be had, with not one of the pen- 
alties. Here, as elsewhere, exist all the toils and trials of 
life. California is not an Eden. But the flowers of the 
Pacific shore have brightened many a weary woman's mo- 
notonous days, added many a new pleasure to infancy, and, 
perhaps, taught many a new lesson to the blasi! soul of the 
wandering victim of life's dregs and bitternesses. 

It is a curious country. After you have come away again, 
this fact will appear to you in strong light, for you may add 
to all this the immense yield of precious metals which 
marked California's earlier history, the unique climate of 
which she is the sole possessor, the profusion and quality of 
her present products, the energy and talent of her people, 
the priceless endowment of schools, colleges, asylums, insti- 
tutes, and organized charities of which she is the possessor, 
her authors, statesmen and generals, her renowned courts 
of law, whose decisions are now (juoted in every court 
where English is spoken, her beautiful women and rosy 
children, her tolerance and her hospitality ; recall the scene 
as a whole as you again turn eastward across scenes only less 
wonderful, and you will have a conception of the largest 
progress ever made in thirty-si.x years in the history of the 
human race, in the most favored land over which the stand- 
ard of any country ever floated. 



THE END. 




3 2044 050 499 052 



This book should be returned 
the Library on or before the last date" 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. ^ 

Please return promptly. 





